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The University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire, founded in 1916, has long been 
recognized as one of the best public regional universities in the Midwest. 
Today we are building a national reputation based on the achievements 
of our outstanding faculty, students and alumni, and on our long 
tradition of academic excellence. 

With approximately 10,500 undergraduates, 550 graduate students and 
800 faculty and academic staff, the university community consistently 
demonstrates excellence in a range of academic, cultural and athletic 
endeavors. As an interactive public regional university, UW-Eau Claire is 
a catalyst in west central Wisconsin for education, health care, the arts, 
and community and economic development. 

UW-Eau Claire regularly receives regional and national attention for 
the exceptional opportunities it offers students in areas that enhance 
learning, such as faculty-student research collaboration, international 
experiences, service-learning and internships. 

Designated by the UW System Board of Regents as a Center of Excellence 
for Faculty and Undergraduate Student Research Collaboration, UW-Eau 
Claire is a national model in the size and scope of its undergraduate 
research program. We provide many experiences throughout the United 
States and the world to help students become more globally and culturally 
aware. One in four UW-Eau Claire students studies abroad, and a growing 
number of students and recent graduates are participating in research, 
community service, teaching and internships throughout the world. 
Professors also regularly have meaningful international experiences, and 
many academic departments host visiting multicultural scholars and 
artists. Students also are participating in a variety of immersion experiences 
in Wisconsin and in various parts of the country — experiences that help 
expand their understanding of other populations and cultures. 

Among the university’s recent achievements: 

■■ UW-Eau Claire is among the most environmentally responsible col-
leges and universities in the United States and Canada, according to 
“The Princeton Review’s Guide to 322 Green Colleges: 2013 Edition.” 
The guide names UW-Eau Claire as one of 322 institutions of higher 
education that demonstrate a strong commitment to sustainability 
in its academic offerings, campus infrastructure, activities and career 
preparation. 

■■ Construction of UW-Eau Claire’s newest academic building is sub-
stantially complete. Centennial Hall will open for classes at the start 
of the spring 2014 semester. The approximately 182,000-square-foot 
building will house UW-Eau Claire’s College of Education and Hu-
man Sciences administrative units; significant new classroom space 
for use by the entire campus; the departments of education studies, 
English, foreign languages and special education; and select student 
support services. The building will meet the growing demand for high-
quality classrooms designed with today’s teaching and learning styles 
in mind. Centennial Hall is UW-Eau Claire’s first new state-funded 
academic building in three decades. 

■■ Senior Thomas Nevins, a physics and mathematics major and Honors 
Program participant, was one of only eight students in Wisconsin to 
receive a Goldwater Scholarship, a prestigious award for students 
pursuing careers in science, mathematics or engineering. Nevins is the 
third UW-Eau Claire student ever to receive the award.

■■ The UW-Eau Claire men’s hockey team capped off its best season in 
school history with a win over Oswego State (N.Y.) to claim the 2013 
NCAA Division III national championship. 

■■ UW-Eau Claire and Ministry Saint Joseph’s Hospital in Marshfield 
celebrated their 25-year partnership in enabling students with strong 
central Wisconsin ties to pursue bachelor’s degrees in nursing from 
UW-Eau Claire while remaining close to home.  

■■ According to the 2013 Open Doors Report of the Institute for 
International Education, UW-Eau Claire ranks 14th nationally among 
all master’s-level schools in the number of students who participate in 
midlength study abroad programs, and it sends more students abroad 
for midlength study abroad experiences than any other master’s-level 
university in Wisconsin.

■■ A new scholarship program established with the UW-Eau Claire 
Foundation will grant full tuition to four UW-Eau Claire string musi-
cians each year and create a rare professional development opportu-
nity for undergraduate students in the performing arts. Recipients of 
the Eileen Phillips Cohen String Scholarship will receive full in-state 
tuition and become a member of the Eileen Phillips Cohen String 
Quartet, named for the donor who created the scholarship fund. The 
distinguished ensemble will represent the university at special events 
and in touring performances. Kaitlyn Witherspoon, a junior cellist 
from Monona, and Hannah Kennedy, a freshman violinist from Still-
water, Minn., are the first scholarship recipients.

■■ Dr. Matt Jewell, an assistant professor in UW-Eau Claire’s Materials 
Science Center, has been awarded a five-year $750,000 grant from the 
U.S. Department of Energy to fund a faculty-student research project 
that seeks to improve superconductor technology in the medical and 
science fields. The grant also will provide funding for collaborative 
work with national laboratories and a research and development 
technology firm in River Falls, establishing new relationships between 
the university and the materials science industry. The research focuses 
on the mechanical properties of high-temperature superconductors, 
which could lead to MRI and other large-scale scientific devices being 
more accessible to medical centers and scientific research facilities 
being able to perform well beyond their current limitations. 

■■ UW-Eau Claire received four recognitions for its support for military 
veterans. In January it was designated a top performer in Military 
Advanced Education’s 2013 Guide to Military-Friendly Colleges 
& Universities. In September it was named a Military Friendly 
School by G.I. Jobs magazine, placing it among the top 15 percent 
of colleges, universities and trade schools that are doing the most 
to embrace America’s service members and veterans as students. In 
November it was named to the Military Times “Best for Vets: Colleges 
2014” list, an annual ranking of colleges doing the most to support 
military veterans. Also in November, U.S. News & World Report 
named UW-Eau Claire one of the top public colleges and universities 
in the Midwest for military veterans, ranking it second among public 
universities in the Midwest and 11th among all public and private 
schools in the region.

■■ UW-Eau Claire has continued to earn regular citations in U.S. News 
& World Report’s “America’s Best Colleges” guide, which annually 
ranks UW-Eau Claire among the best public regional universities 
in the Midwest. The Princeton Review also named UW-Eau Claire a 
2014 Best Midwestern College and included it among its “Best Value 
Colleges for 2013.” 

■■ For the 21st year in a row, the UW-Eau Claire forensics team earned the 
championship trophy at the Wisconsin State Forensics Tournament. 

Impressive as these accomplishments are, they are only a sample of the 
many successes of UW-Eau Claire’s students, faculty and staff, alumni 
and others. Commencement is a time for anticipating new journeys and 
for remembering the values and shared experiences that are a legacy of 
those special years spent at UW-Eau Claire. Our newest graduates now 
join the more than 75,000 other UW-Eau Claire alumni making their 
mark throughout the world.
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COMMENCEMENT PROGRAM

DECEMBER 21, 2013 
Dr. James C. Schmidt, Chancellor, Presiding

9:00 a.m.
College of Arts and Sciences

College of Nursing and Health Sciences

2:00 p.m.
College of Business

College of Education and Human Sciences

PRELUDE BY UW-EAU CLAIRE FACULTY BRASS QUINTET
Matt Mealey, trumpet
Jeffrey Walk, trumpet

Verle A. Ormsby Jr., French horn
Rodney Hudson, trombone

Jerry Young, tuba

WELCOME
Mitch Freymiller, Commencement Marshal, Chair, University Senate

Rachel Kohn, Signing for the deaf and hard of hearing

PROCESSIONAL
Pomp and Circumstance, No. 1 (Land of Hope and Glory) by Sir Edward Elgar

Please rise and remain standing through the National Anthem.

NATIONAL ANTHEM
The Star-Spangled Banner by John Stafford Smith

Led by Philip Reilly, Bachelor of Music, Composition (morning)
Led by Ryan Simmons, Bachelor of Music Education, Choral (afternoon)

CONGRATULATORY REMARKS
James C. Schmidt, Chancellor

INTRODUCTION OF ALUMNI AWARD RECIPIENTS
Patricia A. Kleine, Provost and Vice Chancellor
See pages 17-19 for bios of the award recipients.

CHARGE TO THE CLASS
Rakesh Sreenivasam, Vice President of Operations for North America for Nestle Health Science 

(morning and afternoon)

PRESENTATION OF MASTER’S CANDIDATES
Patricia A. Kleine, Provost and Vice Chancellor

CONFERRAL OF MASTER’S DEGREES
James C. Schmidt, Chancellor
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PRESENTATION OF MASTER’S DIPLOMAS AND HOODING
Michael R. Wick, Dean of Graduate Studies and Associate Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs

David Baker, Interim Dean, College of Arts and Sciences
Linda K. Young, Dean, College of Nursing and Health Sciences (morning)

Beth A. Hellwig, Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs (morning)
Joe Abhold, Dean of Students

Bernard Duyfhuizen, Associate Dean, College of Arts and Sciences (morning)
Debra Jansen, Associate Dean, College of Nursing and Health Sciences (morning)

Diane Hoadley, Dean, College of Business (afternoon)
Gail P. Scukanec, Dean, College of Education and Human Sciences (afternoon)

Robin Beeman, Assistant Dean, College of Nursing and Health Sciences (afternoon)

PRESENTATION OF BACCALAUREATE CANDIDATES
Patricia A. Kleine, Provost and Vice Chancellor

CONFERRAL OF BACCALAUREATE DEGREES
James C. Schmidt, Chancellor

PRESENTATION OF BACCALAUREATE DIPLOMAS
Linda K. Young, Dean, College of Nursing and Health Sciences (morning)

David Baker, Interim Dean, College of Arts and Sciences (morning)
Debra Jansen, Associate Dean, College of Nursing and Health Sciences (morning)

Bernard Duyfhuizen, Associate Dean, College of Arts and Sciences (morning)
Gail P. Scukanec, Dean, College of Education and Human Sciences (afternoon)

Diane Hoadley, Dean, College of Business (afternoon)

REFLECTIONS
Gretchen Bachmeier, Bachelor of Arts, Mass Communication-Public Relations and Women’s Studies (morning) 

“Born to be Brave”
Catherine Davis, Bachelor of Business Administration, Information Systems (afternoon) 

“Life is About Picking a Direction”

CLOSING REMARKS
James C. Schmidt, Chancellor

UNIVERSITY ALMA MATER
Led by Heidi Joosten, Bachelor of Music, Composition (morning)

Led by Andrew Steffen, Bachelor of Music Education, Choral (afternoon)
Please rise and join in singing. Words and music are printed at end of program.

RECESSIONAL
Pomp and Circumstance, No. 1 (Land of Hope and Glory) by Sir Edward Elgar

Triumphal March from “Aida” by Giuseppe Verdi
You are welcome to move from your seat as soon as the platform party, faculty and graduates have exited the arena.

STUDENT READERS
Benjamin Thompson Isaac, Sophomore Communication Studies Major 

Jacob Wrasse, Sophomore Journalism Major 

PHOTOGRAPHS
A professional photograph will be taken of all graduates as they receive their diplomas.

In order to reset the Arena for the next event, there will be no photo opportunities in Zorn Arena following the ceremony.

RECEPTION
The chancellor, faculty and members of the graduating class cordially invite all guests to a reception 

immediately following the ceremony in the Ojibwe Grand Ballroom 
on the third floor of the W.R. Davies Student Center.
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COMMENCEMENT PRODUCTION AND 
COORDINATION STAFF
Mitch Freymiller, Commencement Marshal, Chair, University Senate

Lynn Dehnke, Commencement Coordinator, Chancellor’s Office

Debra Lang, Events and Special Projects Coordinator, Offices of the 
Chancellor and UW-Eau Claire Foundation

Jason Jon Anderson and members of the University Centers Event 
Services student staff

Tessa Perchinsky and staff members of the Records and Registration 
Office

UW-Eau Claire News Bureau and University Publications staff

Sally Julson and Tina Wolfgram, University Printing Services

Derek Brehm and staff members of the University Service Center

Learning and Technology Services

GradImages, Fairfield, Iowa

Blugold Dining by Sodexo

DEGREE INTERPRETATIONS
B.A.	 Bachelor of Arts 

B.B.A.	 Bachelor of Business Administration 

B.F.A.	 Bachelor of Fine Arts 

B.L.S.	 Bachelor of Liberal Studies 

B.M.	 Bachelor of Music 

B.M.E.	 Bachelor of Music Education 

B.P.S.	 Bachelor of Professional Studies 

B.S.	 Bachelor of Science 

B.S.E.P.H.	 Bachelor of Science in Environmental Public Health 

B.S.H.C.A.	 Bachelor of Science in Health Care Administration 

B.S.N.	 Bachelor of Science in Nursing 

B.S.W.	 Bachelor of Social Work 

D.N.P.	 Doctor of Nursing Practice 

Ed.S.	 Specialist in Education 

M.A.	 Master of Arts 

M.A.T.	 Master of Arts in Teaching 

M.B.A.	 Master of Business Administration 

M.E.P.D.	 Master of Education-Professional Development 

M.M.	 Master of Music 

M.S.	 Master of Science 

M.S.E.	 Master of Science in Education 

M.S.N.	 Master of Science in Nursing 

M.S.T.	 Master of Science in Teaching 



5

COLLEGE OF NURSING AND HEALTH SCIENCES

DOCTORAL DEGREES
Marjorie Jean Belisle  New Richmond

D.N.P., Nursing
B.S.N., 1999, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
M.S.N., 2001, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
Program Adviser: Dr. Debra Jansen
Capstone Project: Promotion of Tobacco Use 
Screening and Cessation Education by Providers and 
Staff in a Clinic Setting

Catherine Clara Kromrie  Chippewa Falls
D.N.P., Nursing
B.S.N., 1998. Viterbo University
M.S.N., 2010, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
Program Adviser: Dr. Rose Jadack
Capstone Project: Evaluation Plan Development for a 
New Nurse Residency Program

BACCALAUREATE DEGREES
Leah Marie Albrecht **  La Crescent, MN

B.S.N., Nursing

Lara Jean Beranek ***  Marathon
B.S.N., Nursing

Carly Catherine Bollig **  Sun Prairie
B.S.N., Nursing

Samantha Lynn Brusky *  Suamico
B.S.N., Nursing

Stephanie Jordan Cain **  Marshfield
B.S.N., Nursing

Cassandra Cae Clark ***  Eau Claire
B.S.N., Nursing

Casie Jane Comstock **  Onalaska
B.S.N., Nursing

Mara Michaela Dahl **  Richland Center
B.S.N., Nursing

Joel Christopher Degoey   Rochester, MN
B.S.N., Nursing

Teresa Lynn Demoe *  Eau Claire
B.S.N., Nursing

Amy Elizabeth Feldmann *  Glendale
B.S.N., Nursing

Laura Field **  Stone Lake
B.S.N., Nursing

Katrina Laura Fitzgerald **  Farmington, MN
B.S.N., Nursing

Misty Lynn Freed **  Chippewa Falls
B.S.N., Nursing

Heidi Renee Frisinger **  Cadott
B.S.N., Nursing

Penny Sue Funk **  Owen
B.S.N., Nursing

Kiley Jo Gibbons **  Circle Pines, MN
B.S.N., Nursing

Amber Nicole Gibson **  Auburndale
B.S.N., Nursing

Zachary Thomas Ginter *  Appleton
B.S.N., Nursing

Allison La Gleason **  Eagan, MN
B.S.N., Nursing

Brittany Ann Gonzales   Algoma
B.S.N., Nursing

Cassandra Mae Grabko **  Birnamwood
B.S.N., Nursing

Sarah Kathryn Grosland *  Inver Grove Heights, MN
B.S.N., Nursing

Amanda Nichole Gulich **  Chippewa Falls
B.S.N., Nursing

Leah Ashley Hamilton **  Byron, MN
B.S.N., Nursing

Abby Jette Hinz **† Plymouth, MN
B.S.N., Nursing

Lindsey Marie Jeans **  Mahtomedi, MN
B.S.N., Nursing

Alexis Jordan Jones **  Maplewood, MN
B.S.N., Nursing

Brenda Jean Kaczmarski **  Deer Park
B.S.N., Nursing

Megan Colleen Kendzior   Hudson
B.S.N., Nursing

Megan Marie Korntved *  Marshfield
B.S.N., Nursing

Grace Margaret Kressin ***  Altoona
B.S.N., Nursing

Susan A Krier **  Marshfield
B.S.N., Nursing

Mitchell Ryan Kuhl *  Red Wing, MN
B.S.N., Nursing

Shelby L. Larson **  Ashland
B.S.N., Nursing

Elizabeth Renae Leidall **  Rochester, MN
B.S.N., Nursing

Jessica Marie Linzmeier ***  Stevens Point
B.S.N., Nursing

Jamie Elizabeth Mancl *  Marshfield
B.S.N., Nursing

Jacquelyn Christine Mangano **  Lakeville, MN
B.S.N., Nursing

Hannah Louise Masters *  Berlin
B.S.N., Nursing

Emily Ann Moore **  Brookfield
B.S.N., Nursing

Alicia Marie Mundy *  Eagan, MN
B.S.N., Nursing

Emily Anne Newman *  White Bear Lake, MN
B.S.N., Nursing

Glenna Rose Noska ***  Rochester, MN
B.S.N., Nursing

Tracy Novelyn Ostrom  ** Cameron
B.S.N., Nursing

Ami N Patel **  Marshfield
B.S.N., Nursing

Paige Renee Pearson *  Poplar
B.S.N., Nursing

Angela Lynn Pecor **  Eau Claire
B.S.N., Nursing

Jennifer Lee Pedretti **  Green Bay
B.S.N., Nursing

Kathryn Anne Pietsch **  Wausau
B.S.N., Nursing

Rachel Dawn Potaczek   Stanley
B.S.N., Nursing

Rachael Elaine Price **  Apple Valley, MN
B.S.N., Nursing

Morgan Elise Quick *  Lodi
B.S.N., Nursing

Megan Elizabeth Randall **  Chippewa Falls
B.S.N., Nursing

CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES
Graduation with distinction is being conferred on those graduates who have an outstanding scholastic record. They are identified by gold cords and 
recognized in the program as follows: *cum laude (grade-point average of at least 3.2), **magna cum laude (GPA of at least 3.5) and ***summa 
cum laude (GPA of at least 3.8). Graduates receiving departmental honors are identified by the symbol †. The recognition of graduates receiving 
University Honors is noted under the student’s name. Graduates receiving University Honors are identified by a gold ribbon and medal. Baccalaureate 

candidates who are members of scholastic honor societies are identified by silver cords.
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Colleen Victoria Reid **  Stevens Point
B.S.N., Nursing

Elizabeth Lee Reinert **  Montrose, MN
B.S.N., Nursing

Shinae Marie Reynolds ***  Unity
B.S.N., Nursing

Laura Jane Rixen   Menomonie
B.S.N., Nursing

Lisa Marie Robbins ***† Wausau
B.S.N., Nursing

Kayla Judith Roeser **  Somerset
B.S.N., Nursing

Jini Lynn Ruplinger **  Wausau
B.S.N., Nursing

Connor James Schmidt *  Spooner
B.S.N., Nursing

Amber Lynn Sherfinski   Ringle
B.S.N., Nursing

Rita Renee Simones   Rosemount, MN
B.S.N., Nursing

Stephanie Marie Sjostrom ***  Champlin, MN
B.S.N., Nursing

Lena R Steber **  Schofield
B.S.N., Nursing

Amy Marie Strooisma ***  Marshfield
B.S.N., Nursing

Brian B Tessmer **  Wisconsin Rapids
B.S.N., Nursing

Brittny Kathleen Tody **  Mason
B.S.N., Nursing

Leanne Marie Toney **  Richland Center
B.S.N., Nursing

Stephanie Jane Tornquist *  Woodbury, MN
B.S.N., Nursing

Jessica Marie Virnich **  Cross Plains
B.S.N., Nursing

Naomi Rae Vogt **† Manitowoc
University Honors
B.S.N., Nursing

Kelsey Joan Wahlquist **  Baldwin
B.S.N., Nursing

Theresa Lynn Weiler **  Hewitt
B.S.N., Nursing

Sarah Jean Younger **  Minneapolis, MN
B.S.N., Nursing

Sarah Evelyn Zais ***  Eau Claire
B.S.N., Nursing

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION AND HUMAN SCIENCES

MASTER’S DEGREES
Natassia Marie Bangert  Cheboygan, MI

M.S.E., Special Education
B.S., 2008, Western Michigan University
Program Adviser: Dr. Rose Battalio

Tiffany Lynn Braunel Edgar
M.E.P.D., Professional Development (Library Science)
B.A., 2008, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
Program Adviser: Dr. Janet Amann

Katharine Marie Brower Slayton, MN
M.E.P.D., Professional Development
B.A., 2008, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
Program Adviser: Dr. Melissa Bruce

Samantha Marie Cole Scandia, MN
M.S., Communication Sciences and Disorders
B.S., 2011, Marquette University
Program Adviser: Dr. Marie Stadler

Amy Margaret Fink Stoughton
M.S.E., Special Education
B.S., 2006, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
Program Adviser: Dr. Cathy Thorsen

Nicole Rose Flackey Chippewa Falls
M.S.E., Special Education
B.S., 2007, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
Program Adviser: Dr. Cathy Thorsen

Wanda Anne Grewe Antigo
M.E.P.D., Professional Development (Library Science)
B.A., 2000, University of Wisconsin-Green Bay
Program Adviser: Dr. Janet Amann

Shauna Rose Knapp Eau Claire
M.S.T., Reading
B.S., 2010, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
Program Adviser: Dr. Sue McIntyre

Ganna Ruslanivna Kotenko Eau Claire
M.E.P.D., Professional Development
B.S., 2009, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
Program Adviser: Dr. Christin DePouw

Greta Maria McCarty Amery
M.E.P.D., Professional Development (Library Science)
B.A., 2005, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
Program Adviser: Dr. Janet Amann

Kristen Marie Michael Eau Claire
M.S., Communication Sciences and Disorders
B.S., 2010, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
Program Adviser: Dr. Marie Stadler

Kate Inez Nolin-Smith Menomonie
M.E.P.D., Professional Development
B.S., 2002, University of Wisconsin-Stout
M.S., 2004, University of Wisconsin-Stout
Program Adviser: Dr. Kate Mastruserio Reynolds

Drita Sabani Altoona
M.E.P.D., Professional Development
B.A., 2001, Ss. Cyril and Methodius University-Skopje, 
Macedonia
Program Adviser: Dr. Rose Battalio

Andrea Steffen Phillips
M.S.T., Reading
B.S., 1998, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
Program Adviser: Dr. Sue McIntyre

BACCALAUREATE DEGREES
Denise Nicole Abbott **  Lakeville, MN

B.S.W., Social Work

Megan Mary Abel **  Eau Claire
B.S., Special Education

Lindsey Lee Alger **  Thorp
B.S., Mathematics

Brooke Lydia Allen **  Wausau
B.S., Special Education

Emily Rowan Alsheskie  * Plymouth
B.S., Kinesiology

Courtney Elizabeth Amundson **  Chippewa Falls
B.S., Special Education

Kyra Joy Anderson *  Esko, MN
B.S.W., Social Work

Troy Richard Andreshak   Edgar
B.S., Elementary Education

David Robert Arbetan   Rice Lake
B.S., Kinesiology

Joshua Aaron Ausman *  Menomonie
B.A., English

Joshua David Barnard *  Le Sueur, MN
B.A., English and Theatre Arts

Abigail Rae Berens *  Shakopee, MN
B.S., Kinesiology

Lindy Lorene Bergman **  Thorp
B.S., Elementary Education

Ashley Bies *  Brooklyn Park, MN
B.S., Elementary Education

Elizabeth Ann Billberg **  Alexandria, MN
B.S., Elementary Education

Devin Marie Billodeau **  Brooklyn Park, MN
B.S., Elementary Education

Sarah Kay Bingea ***  Delano, MN
B.S., Elementary Education

Jessica Ann Birschbach ***  Fond du Lac
B.S., Elementary Education and French

Jonathan Scott Blasko **  Afton, MN
B.A., Social Studies

Amy Marie Bomgren   Woodbury, MN
B.S.W., Social Work

Brooke JoAnna Bonney *  Ashland
B.S., Communication Sciences and Disorders

Alyssa Ann Bouma   Plymouth, MN
B.S.W., Social Work

Kelly Marie Brandstaetter ***  Brookfield
B.A., Spanish

Kassandra Ann Braun ***  Wausau
B.S., Special Education

Sarah Thorn Braun **  Edina, MN
B.S., Elementary Education

Hailey Sue Brennan *  Chippewa Falls
B.S.W., Social Work

Melissa Ann Brown *  South St. Paul, MN
B.S., Kinesiology

Nicole Lou Bunce *  Savage, MN
B.A., English

Nicole Marie Cady  *** Cross Plains
B.S., Special Education

Eric Mason Camp *  St. Germain
B.S., Special Education

Breanna Leona Casper ***  Oconto
B.M.E., Music

Joseph Michael Check   Eau Claire
B.S., Kinesiology

Renae Nicole Christianson   Eau Claire
B.S., Communication Sciences and Disorders
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Carlena Rose Cody **  Appleton
B.A., English

Kathryn Lauren Conkel **  Eagan, MN
B.S., Special Education

Brittany Frances Cramer *  Eau Claire
B.S.W., Social Work

Shane Micheal Curren   Eau Claire
B.S.W., Social Work

Elizabeth Patricia Dawson **  Rice Lake
B.S., Elementary Education and Spanish

Alex Joseph Delebreau   Kewaunee
B.S., Kinesiology

Doug J Dessecker ***  Big Bend
B.S., Kinesiology

Andrew David Dettle *  Superior
B.S.W., Social Work

Sarah Jo Dhein **  Sherwood
B.S., Special Education

Zachery Robert Diedrich   Colby
B.S., Kinesiology and Psychology

Emilie Caroline Dillner *  Janesville
B.S., Special Education

Katherine Jane Doro ***  Princeton
B.S., Kinesiology and Spanish

Nicholas Robert Drayton   Middleton
B.M.E., Music

Victoria F. Durand   Gordon
B.S., Elementary Education

Sara Anne Dutter   Eau Claire
B.S.W., Social Work

Melissa Margaret Eby   Oregon
B.S., Kinesiology

Emmanuel Andrew Eliades   Menomonee Falls
B.S., Kinesiology

Andrew Richard Erdmann *  Oconomowoc
B.S., Kinesiology

Emily Ann Erdrich   Rhinelander
B.S.W., Social Work

Michelle Renae Eronson ***  Appleton
B.A., Art

Rachel Lynn Farrell **  New Auburn
B.S., Special Education

Sarah Marie Fern *  Brooklyn Center, MN
B.S., Kinesiology

Cori Jean Fiebelkorn   St. Peter, MN
B.S.W., Social Work

Tamara Jean Foster *  Chippewa Falls
B.S., Special Education

Marissa Maurine Fraser **  Holmen
B.S., Elementary Education

Hannah Amy Fredericksen **  Prairie du Sac
B.S.W., Social Work

Stephanie Kay Friebel   Appleton
B.S., Kinesiology

Danielle Irene Gartner ***  Eagan, MN
University Honors
B.S., Elementary Education

Amanda Sue Geist *  Eau Claire
B.S.W., Social Work

Alison Haley Gillespie **  Eau Claire
B.A., English

Elizabeth Marie Glomski *  Eagan, MN
B.S., Special Education

Lindsey Marie Gohr ***  Brookfield
B.S., Mathematics

Leah Elizabeth Grancorvitz   Hudson
B.S., Mathematics

Rachel Hannah Grim ***  Schofield
B.S., Elementary Education

Mitchell John Hahn ** Kewaunee
University Honors
B.S., Mathematics

Emily Ann Haluska **  Stevens Point
B.A., Social Studies

Scott Ryan Hayden ***  Eau Claire
B.S., Biology

Molly Rae Heiman *  Neillsville
B.S., Kinesiology and Spanish

Sarah Elizabeth Hemmy  *** Amherst Junction
B.S., Special Education and Spanish

Kathleen McGinley Henderson ***  Sheboygan
B.M.E., Music

Kongcheng Matthew Her   Wausau
B.S., Kinesiology

Jennifer Lynn Hess *  Wisconsin Rapids
B.S., Kinesiology

Jacob Benjamin Hickey *  Kenosha
B.M.E., Music

Jared Robert Holden   Chippewa Falls
B.S., Kinesiology

Jack Taylor Holevatz *  Ashland
B.S., Kinesiology

Courtney D. Huberty ***  Mendota Heights, MN
B.S., Special Education

Anthony Gavin Jagielo *  Almond
B.S., Kinesiology

Logan Lee Jensen *  Elba, MN
B.S., Elementary Education

Ryan James Shide Jensen **  Alexandria, MN
B.M.E., Music

Kathryn Mary Jepsen *  Marshfield
B.S.W., Social Work

Nathaniel Keith Johnson   Madison
B.S., Kinesiology

Quentin Lars Johnson *  Webster
B.S., Kinesiology

Abigail Marie Jones ***  Middleton
University Honors
B.S., Elementary Education

Breanne Elizabeth Karn *  Belleville
B.S., Special Education

Paige Marie Kerfeld **  Sauk Rapids, MN
B.S., Elementary Education

Molly Kathryn Kilduff *** †  Cottage Grove, MN
University Honors
B.S., Communication Sciences and Disorders

Katelyn Patricia Kimball   Brooklyn Park, MN
B.S., Kinesiology

Kayla Rebecca Kipfer *  Madison
B.S., Special Education

Carragh A. Knudsen **  Eau Claire
B.S., Special Education

Cassandra Marie Koch *  Blaine, MN
B.S., Elementary Education

Kelly Kolimas   Madison
B.S., Communication Sciences and Disorders

Rachel Ann Kornhoff ***  Hales Corners
B.S., Special Education

Kara Lynn Kraase *  Oshkosh
B.S.W., Social Work

Jessica Susan Krause  *** Eau Claire
B.S.W., Social Work

Erin Jasmine Kriener **  Eau Claire
B.A., English

Elise Pauline Kubosch *  Mequon
B.S.W., Social Work

Jenniffer Ann Kulesa **  Thorp
B.S., Elementary Education

Samantha Carol Kwaterski *  Oneida
B.S., Special Education

Thalia Autumn Laier   Osceola
B.S.W., Social Work

Megan Marie Lambert   Bloomer
B.S., Kinesiology

Jennifer Rennee’ Lange   Pendleton, OR
B.M.E., Music

Kelsey Watkins Larson **  West St. Paul, MN
B.S., Special Education

Joan Christine Laundy *  Mount Horeb
B.S.W., Social Work

Daniel Kaer LaVoy   Colfax
B.S., Athletic Training

Nicole Louise Leduc *  Chippewa Falls
B.S., Elementary Education

Tor Tong Moua Lee   Eau Claire
B.S., Kinesiology

Nicholl Kendra Leonhard *  Marshfield
B.S.W., Social Work

Matthew Elliotte Lewis *  Green Bay
B.S., Kinesiology

Lynsey Ann Licht *  Eau Claire
B.S.W., Social Work

James Thomas Liddicoat   Waunakee
B.S., Kinesiology

Sean Patrick Lieding **  Chippewa Falls
B.A., Social Studies

Ross Aaron Lindquist *  Blaine, MN
B.A., English

Lauren Margaret Lube   Eau Claire
B.S., Kinesiology

Kayla Marie Mansur **  Marinette
B.S., Kinesiology

Eleanor Lucretia Martell **  Winona, MN
B.A., English

Alexander Paul Martenson **  Eau Claire
B.S., Kinesiology

Aubrey Ruth McAlear   Holmen
B.S.W., Social Work

Melissa Marie McDonald *  Neenah
B.S., Communication Sciences and Disorders

Adam Ray McDonough *  Reedsburg
B.S., Communication Sciences and Disorders

Cady Megan Meschke *  Somerset
B.A., Social Studies

Casey Thomas Metcalfe **  Eau Claire
B.A., Social Studies

Amy Jo Meyer   Beaver Dam
B.S., Kinesiology

Laura Ann Michaelson  *** Fall Creek
B.S., Communication Sciences and Disorders

Hilary Ann Miller *  Port Washington
B.S., Elementary Education

Kyle William Moeller   Grafton
B.M.E., Music

Kimberly Ann Mokros   Waukesha
B.S., Communication Sciences and Disorders

Brittani Lee Morrow **  Greenwood
B.S., Communication Sciences and Disorders

Austin Thomas Murphy   Rhinelander
B.S., Kinesiology

Janie Marie Murray **  Gordon
B.S., Elementary Education

Lucas Allen Navrestad *  Little Chute
B.S., Kinesiology

Hanna Linnea Nelson *  Lake Elmo, MN
B.S.W., Social Work

Laura Louise Lee Nelson   Middleton
B.S., Communication Sciences and Disorders
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Sara Anne Nelson   Abbotsford
B.S., Mathematics

Brittany Lynn Nesbit ***  La Crescent, MN
B.S., Elementary Education

Tara Renea Nichols *  Sparta
B.S.W., Social Work

Jennifer Lauren Nye *  Eau Claire
B.S., Elementary Education

Jessica Lynn O’Keefe  ** Chippewa Falls
B.S.W., Social Work

Kyle John O’Leary *  Humbird
B.S., Kinesiology

Rachel O’Neil   Green Bay
B.S.W., Social Work

Peter William Oberhelman **  Eau Claire
B.A., Social Studies

Amanda Padgett *  Eau Claire
B.S., Elementary Education

Deana Elisabeth Petersen ***  Hokah, MN
University Honors
B.S., Mathematics and Psychology

Ryan Michael Petersen   Wausau
B.S., Kinesiology

Jenna Rae Peterson **  Onamia, MN
B.S., Special Education

Amanda Michelle Pickett *  Neillsville
B.S., Elementary Education

Joe Douglas Pitsch *  Oshkosh
B.S., Kinesiology

Rebecca Lynn Preusser ***  St. Cloud, MN
B.S., Elementary Education

Aisha Michel Ray **  Madison
B.S., Elementary Education

Meridith Jean Rebman *  Appleton
B.S., Kinesiology

Kirsten Paige Redding *  Oostburg
B.A., English

Joelle Miriam Reisetter *  Lewiston, MN
B.S.W., Social Work

Cassandra Koreen Remer *  Richfield, MN
B.S., Elementary Education

Katherine Ann Reuter  * Lone Rock
B.S.W., Social Work

Spencer Marie Rohlinger **  Fitchburg
B.S., Biology

Katherine Christine Rolstad *  Rochester, MN
B.S., Elementary Education

Joseph Naaman Roshell *  Chippewa Falls
B.S., Kinesiology

Logan Richard Roshell ***  Eau Claire
B.A., Social Studies

Travis William Roy  * Minocqua
B.S., Athletic Training

Julie Ann Rozanski **  Brookfield
B.A., English and French

Joseph Steven Rupslauskas **  Appleton
B.A., Social Studies

Allen Gary Sandberg **  Rock Falls
B.S., Mathematics

Sarah Ann Saunders **  Tomah
B.S., Special Education

Nicholas Thomas Schaefer *  Sussex
B.S., Elementary Education

Jennifer Sidonia Schemenauer *  Hudson
B.S., Special Education

Tricia Marie Schlachter *  Waunakee
B.S., Communication Sciences and Disorders

Elizabeth Anne Schmidt ***  Minneapolis, MN
B.S., Special Education

Derek Adam Schneider *  North Prairie
B.A., Social Studies

Jennifer Leigh Schreiber *  Merrill
B.S.W., Social Work

Merribeth Christina Schrimpf **  Goodhue, MN
B.A., Art

Greta Rose Schultz *  Brookfield
B.A., English

Collin Mitchell Severson   Madison
B.S., Kinesiology

Timothy Ryan Shaw *  Marshfield
B.S.W., Social Work

Samantha Leigh Shipway **  Wausau
B.A., English

Arick Paul Siegmann   Green Bay
B.S., Kinesiology

Ryan Conor Simmons *  Green Bay
B.M.E., Music

Karen Alaix Sjoberg ***  Eagan, MN
B.A., Spanish

Nichole Ashley Sloniker   Greenwood
B.S.W., Social Work

Amanda Marcy Smet *  Platteville
B.S., Elementary Education

Kelsey Elizabeth Snyder *  Rochester, MN
B.S.W., Social Work

Nicole Elizabeth Snyder *  Madison
B.S., Elementary Education

Daniel Brian Soules   Glen Flora
B.S., Physics-Mathematics

Kelly Ann Stecker **  Cedarburg
B.S., Elementary Education

Andrew Patrick Steffen **  New Richmond
B.M.E., Music

Kyle Albert Strand *  Savage, MN
B.A., English

Nicole Elyse Strasser   Wausau
B.S., Kinesiology

Alexandra Rae Strouf **  Wausau
B.A., English

Patrick Loren Swanson   Hastings, MN
B.S., Kinesiology

Granger Wayne Taft   Rosemount, MN
B.A., English

Elizabeth Grace Taves **  Appleton
B.S., Elementary Education

Kia Thao *  Rothschild
B.S., Elementary Education

Joshua Evan Thomas *  La Crosse
B.A., Social Studies

Rebecca Jo Thorson *  Ellsworth
B.S.W., Social Work

Leif Rosemont Torgerson *  Blair
B.S., Kinesiology

Tracy Jane Turba ***  Platteville
B.S., Elementary Education and Spanish

Emily Marie Turi   North St. Paul, MN
B.S., Kinesiology

Dana Lynn Underdahl ***  Bloomington, MN
B.S., Elementary Education

Teri Marie Van Dyke *  Wrightstown
B.A., English

Hannah Grace Van Hefty   De Pere
B.S., Special Education

Kayla Mae VandenLangenberg *  Pulaski
B.A., Spanish

Amy Sue Vogt ***  Elk Mound
B.M.E., Music

Kelsey Jo Wall **  Dodgeville
B.S., Elementary Education

Jozette Lorraine Weber *  Arbor Vitae
B.S., Communication Sciences and Disorders

Nicole Elizabeth Weber *  Green Bay
B.A., Latin American Studies

Emily Gena Louise Wermund **  Mosinee
B.M.E., Music

Kurt Erwin Weston   Roseau, MN
B.S., Kinesiology

Ellie Jean Wheeler *  St. Michael, MN
B.S., Kinesiology

Kathren Lynn White *  Stanley
B.S.W., Social Work

Victoria Christine Wilda ***  Green Bay
B.M.E., Music

Gina Marie Williams **  Verona
B.S., Kinesiology

Claire Joan Williamson   Hayward
B.A., English

Sara Jean Winkler *  Gillett
B.S., Special Education

Talia Ann Wipperfurth *  Waunakee
B.S., Elementary Education

Lane Thomas Wojtyna **  Ladysmith
B.S., Kinesiology

One Yang   St. Paul, MN
B.S.W., Social Work

Soua Yang   Wausau
B.S., Kinesiology

Rebecca Lynn Mariah Zien   Altoona
B.S.W., Social Work

Jacki Lynn Zwiefelhofer **  Bloomer
B.S., Kinesiology
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COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

MASTER’S DEGREES
Daniel John Avers Roscoe, IL

University of Wisconsin MBA Consortium Degree
M.B.A., Business Administration
B.S., 2004, University of Illinois-Urbana Champaign
Program Adviser: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Lindsay Marie Barnes Altoona
University of Wisconsin MBA Consortium Degree 
M.B.A., Business Administration
B.S., 2007, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
Program Adviser: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Tony Matthew Biasi Eau Claire
University of Wisconsin MBA Consortium Degree 
M.B.A., Business Administration
B.S., 2011, University of Wisconsin-Stout
Program Adviser: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Joel Ryan Brock Chandler, AZ
University of Wisconsin MBA Consortium Degree 
M.B.A., Business Administration
B.S., 2009, University of Phoenix
Program Adviser: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Jessica Lee Cather Eau Claire
M.B.A., Business Administration
B.B.A., 2002, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
Program Adviser: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Todd M. Collier St. Paul, MN
University of Wisconsin MBA Consortium Degree 
M.B.A., Business Administration
B.S., 2006, University of Wisconsin-La Crosse
Program Adviser: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Eric James Czarnecki Tomah
University of Wisconsin MBA Consortium Degree 
M.B.A., Business Administration
B.S., 2001, University of Wisconsin-La Crosse
Program Adviser: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Darshini R. Desai Kenosha
University of Wisconsin MBA Consortium Degree 
M.B.A., Business Administration
B.S., 1974, Saurashtra University
M.S., 1976, Saurashtra University
Program Adviser: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Darrielle L. Ehrheart Sacramento, CA
University of Wisconsin MBA Consortium Degree 
M.B.A., Business Administration
B.S., 2006, University of Phoenix
Program Adviser: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Peter Mukunu Githae Rochester, MN
University of Wisconsin MBA Consortium Degree 
M.B.A., Business Administration
B.S., 2001, US International University
Program Adviser: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Michael Allen Goodwin Rhinelander
University of Wisconsin MBA Consortium Degree 
M.B.A., Business Administration
B.S., 2003, Michigan Technological University
Program Adviser: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Khaled Chafic Hemdanie Mayfield Heights, OH
University of Wisconsin MBA Consortium Degree 
M.B.A., Business Administration
B.S., 1984, Lebanese Baccalaureate
B.S.B., 2009, University of Phoenix
Program Adviser: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Billy Ray Jackson Cameron
University of Wisconsin MBA Consortium Degree 
M.B.A., Business Administration
B.A., 2001, Norwich University
Program Adviser: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Jeffery Henry Jaeger Menomonie
M.B.A., Business Administration
B.B.A., 2007, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
Program Adviser: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Kathryn Lynn Kurshinsky Eau Claire
M.B.A., Business Administration
B.S., 2007, University of Wisconsin-Stout
Program Adviser: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Kristin Mary Kutsch Fairfax, VA
University of Wisconsin MBA Consortium Degree 
M.B.A., Business Administration
B.S., 2005, Oral Roberts University
Program Adviser: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Lisa Ann Laurent Riverwoods, IL
University of Wisconsin MBA Consortium Degree 
M.B.A., Business Administration
B.A., 1980, Smith College
M.D., 1984, Medical College of Pennsylvania
Program Adviser: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Jennifer Ann Loew Eau Claire
M.B.A., Business Administration
B.B.A., 2002, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
Program Adviser: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Yancy Charles Lyles Chandler, AZ
University of Wisconsin MBA Consortium Degree 
M.B.A., Business Administration
B.S., 1995, Arizona State University
Program Adviser: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Kaylyn Marie Mickelsen Oak Creek
University of Wisconsin MBA Consortium Degree 
M.B.A., Business Administration
B.S., 2007, University of Wisconsin-Parkside
Program Adviser: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Elizabeth Grace Moltzan Cedarburg
University of Wisconsin MBA Consortium Degree 
M.B.A., Business Administration
B.B.A., 1986, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
Program Adviser: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Joshua David Neuberger Denton, TX
University of Wisconsin MBA Consortium Degree 
M.B.A., Business Administration
B.S., 2006, University of Wisconsin-Stout
Program Adviser: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Cherie Ann Neumann West Bend
University of Wisconsin MBA Consortium Degree 
M.B.A., Business Administration
B.S., 2003, University of Wisconsin-Parkside
Program Adviser: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Kristin Rae Oberg Bartlett, IL
University of Wisconsin MBA Consortium Degree 
M.B.A., Business Administration
B.B.A., 2010, University of Iowa
Program Adviser: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

William R. Pekel Bentonville, AR
University of Wisconsin MBA Consortium Degree 
M.B.A., Business Administration
B.S.B.A., 2005, University of Arkansas
Program Adviser: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Ryan Andrew Peterson Uniontown, OH
University of Wisconsin MBA Consortium Degree 
M.B.A., Business Administration
B.A., 2005, Kent State University
Program Adviser: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Kevin Steven Pitel Rochester, MN
University of Wisconsin MBA Consortium Degree 
M.B.A., Business Administration
B.S., 2006, University of Minnesota-Twin Cities
Program Adviser: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Ram Pranam Bothell, WA
University of Wisconsin MBA Consortium Degree 
M.B.A., Business Administration
B.S., 1985, University of Kerala
M.S., 2008, Eastern Michigan University
Program Adviser: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Morgan Ann Reames Eau Claire
M.B.A., Business Administration
B.S., 2005, University of Wisconsin-Stout
Program Adviser: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Maija Rae Schleppenbach Otsego, MN
University of Wisconsin MBA Consortium Degree 
M.B.A., Business Administration
B.S., 2005, University of Minnesota-Twin Cities
Program Adviser: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Alyssa C. Schroeder Orion, IL
University of Wisconsin MBA Consortium Degree 
M.B.A., Business Administration
B.A., 2010, Augustana College
Program Adviser: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

John W. Schwieter Macomb, IL
University of Wisconsin MBA Consortium Degree 
M.B.A., Business Administration
B.A., 2000, Western Illinois University
M.S., 2002 Western Illinois University
Ph.D., 2007, Florida State University
Program Adviser: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Amanda Lynne Wheatley Lake Elmo, MN
University of Wisconsin MBA Consortium Degree 
M.B.A., Business Administration
B.S., 2011, Winona State University
Program Adviser: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Megan Jean Wiseman Ettrick
University of Wisconsin MBA Consortium Degree 
M.B.A., Business Administration
B.S., 2006, University of Wisconsin-La Crosse
Program Adviser: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Jocelyn Rae Wittrock Bloomer
University of Wisconsin MBA Consortium Degree 
M.B.A., Business Administration
B.A., 1996, Lawrence University
Program Adviser: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Yingxi Yang Ballwin, MO
University of Wisconsin MBA Consortium Degree 
M.B.A., Business Administration
B.A., 2000, Ottawa University
Program Adviser: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer
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BACCALAUREATE DEGREES
Fatima Abdulmajeed Saeed Radhi Abdulla ***  
Bahrain

B.B.A., Accounting

Hanna Jo Adams *  Rochester, MN
B.B.A., Management

Joyana Marie Aiello   Nekoosa
B.B.A., Marketing

Emily Kay Anderson *  Osseo
B.B.A., Accounting and Economics

Jun Hwang Au Yong   Malaysia
B.B.A., Business Finance

Jacob Lee Baker   Hudson
B.B.A., Information Systems

James T Bakken   Oregon
B.B.A., Management

Thomas Philip Barker   Eagan, MN
B.B.A., Information Systems

Alex Barum   Hudson
B.B.A., Information Systems

Krysten Young Beeman **  Marshfield
B.B.A., Business Administration

Cole Linder Benson   Altoona
B.B.A., Business Finance

Daniel James Berg   Eagle
B.B.A., Management

Jamie Douglas Berger   Eau Claire
B.B.A., Management

Tyler Patrick Berndt   Cohasset, MN
B.B.A., Accounting

Nathan Ronald Bollinger   Eau Claire
B.B.A., Management

Leslie N Boury   Mondovi
B.B.A., Management

Anne-Marie Kathryn Breen   Winneconne
B.B.A., Management

Adam Joseph Brickheimer   Marathon
B.B.A., Business Finance

Melissa Tamara Briggs   Hayward
B.B.A., Accounting and Business Finance

Joseph Broadfoot   Delafield
B.B.A., Business Finance

Daniel James Broman   Maple Grove, MN
B.B.A., Economics and Business Finance

Neil Michael Brooks *  De Pere
B.B.A., Business Finance and Accounting

Troy Lee Brower   Rice Lake
B.B.A., Business Administration

Benjamin Scott Budke   Green Bay
B.B.A., Marketing and Management

Ryan Duane Burkhamer   Osceola
B.B.A., Business Finance

Joseph Robert Burns   Minnetonka, MN
B.B.A., Information Systems

Caleb Anthony Butera   Rib Lake
B.B.A., Business Finance and Economics

Joseph Colin Case   Hudson
B.B.A., Management

Kaleb Michael Chaudoir *  Sturgeon Bay
B.B.A., Management

Zachary Daniel Christopherson ***  Rochester, MN
B.B.A., Information Systems

Matthew Albert Chybowski **†  Appleton
B.B.A., Accounting and Business Finance

Alexander James Cole   Lakeville, MN
B.B.A., Management

Cory Quinn Conway   Mendota Heights, MN
B.B.A., Marketing

Nicholas Alexander Craggs   Kimberly
B.B.A., Marketing

Catherine Elaine Davis   Eau Claire
B.B.A., Information Systems

James Michael Dean   Green Bay
B.B.A., Business Administration

David Richard Debano **  Oregon
B.B.A., Accounting and Business Finance

Anthony David Dedie *  Cambridge
B.B.A., Business Finance

Derrik James Dillon   Eau Claire
B.B.A., Information Systems

Terrell Leo Drewek *  Stevens Point
B.B.A., Marketing

Elissa Marie Ehlert   Maple Grove, MN
B.B.A., Accounting

Brian David Ely   Green Bay
B.B.A., Information Systems

Eric Ronald Englebert  ** Green Bay
B.B.A., Economics

TJ Fecteau   Merrill
B.B.A., Marketing

Tessa Marie Susanne Firari   Portage
B.B.A., Management

Stephen James Fisher **  Maple Grove, MN
B.B.A., Economics

Charles James Fox   Excelsior, MN
B.B.A., Marketing

Ellen Day Fox   Lakeville, MN
B.B.A., Marketing

Dustin Michael Fritz   Chippewa Falls
B.B.A., Accounting

Danielle Kay Geissler   Chippewa Falls
B.B.A., Management

Michael John Gillard *  Hastings, MN
B.B.A., Information Systems

Alexander Richard Glover *  De Pere
B.B.A., Accounting and Business Finance

Michael Charles Golden   Eau Claire
B.B.A., Information Systems

Kyle Michael Goodmanson **  Mahtomedi, MN
B.B.A., Marketing

Xuan Gu   China
B.B.A., Business Finance

Amy Jean Gullikson **  Andover, MN
B.B.A., Management

Elizabeth Claire Hamilton   Stevens Point
B.B.A., Management

Brad Michael Harvey   Wausau
B.B.A., Marketing

Nicholas Andrew Hastreiter   Marshfield
B.B.A., Marketing

Abbie Jane Hawthorne **  Brookfield
B.B.A., Business Administration

Vince Dean Heal   Hillsboro
B.B.A., Business Administration

John Ross Hendrickson   Appleton
B.B.A., Information Systems

Kayia Her   Eau Claire
B.B.A., Management

Christine Newton Hince   Eau Claire
B.B.A., Business Administration

Jeremy David Hofacker   Elmwood
B.B.A., Marketing

Bradley David Holck   Nekoosa
B.B.A., Marketing

Tianyu Hu   China
B.B.A., Business Administration

Christina Marie Huset   Ridgeland
B.B.A., Management

Amanda Lynn Jackson   Eau Claire
B.B.A., Business Administration

Emily Anne Jamelske *  Eau Claire
B.B.A., Accounting

Nicholas Robert Jennings   Eau Claire
B.B.A., Business Administration

Callie Marie Johnson   Spooner
B.B.A., Business Administration

Ryan David Johnson *  Milton
B.B.A., Business Administration

Klare Maureen Kalepp   Abbotsford
B.B.A., Accounting and Business Finance

Adam Thomas Keuler *  Green Bay
B.B.A., Business Finance

Andrew Tyler King   Plover
B.B.A., Marketing

Kelsi Rae Kittel   Wausau
B.B.A., Management

Matthew Todd Korthour   Shakopee, MN
B.B.A., Marketing

Caleb John Alan Krueger   Madison
B.B.A., Accounting

Jacob A. Kuehn   Fairchild
B.B.A., Information Systems

Christopher John Kuna   Edina, MN
B.B.A., Business Finance

Jason Alan Kyle   Wausau
B.B.A., Marketing

Britta Anne Lahr **  Grafton
B.B.A., Management

Scot L. Lange II *  Appleton
B.B.A., Business Finance

Thomas Bruce Langhoff   Sun Prairie
B.B.A., Business Finance

Brent Anton Laskowski   Eau Claire
B.B.A., Information Systems

Matthew Paul Laubmeier   Madison
B.B.A., Management

Melanie Marie Laursen *  Savage, MN
B.B.A., Accounting and Business Finance

Jordan James Leonhardt   Stratford
B.B.A., Information Systems

Michael David Lesinski   Neenah
B.B.A., Marketing

Philip Aaron Leverich ***  Portage
B.B.A., Accounting

Jia Teng Lim   Malaysia
B.B.A., Economics

Briana Jane Linberg   Mondovi
B.B.A., Management

Aaron Michael Linton   Cumberland
B.B.A., Information Systems

Jiaqi Liu   China
B.B.A., Business Finance

Mai Lia Lor *  Eau Claire
B.B.A., Management

Shan Luo *  China
B.B.A., Business Administration

William Fred Lutz *  Ellsworth
B.B.A., Accounting and Business Finance

Lauren Ashley Mack *  La Crosse
B.B.A., International Business and German

Lisa Marco   Eau Claire
B.B.A., International Business and Management

Joey Raymond Marek *  Maple Grove, MN
B.B.A., Management
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Emily Marie Matuska *  Plainview, MN
B.B.A., Business Finance and Information Systems

Aaron Michael Mayhall   Madison
B.B.A., Business Administration

Andrew McCabe   Eau Claire
B.B.A., Accounting and Business Finance

Alecia Kay McIlquham   Chippewa Falls
B.B.A., Marketing

Kyle Robert McIntire **  Eau Claire
B.B.A., Information Systems

Sara Jean Mercier   Colby
B.B.A., Accounting

Mitch R. Miles *  Eau Claire
B.B.A., Accounting and Information Systems

Dustin Lee Mitchell   Mondovi
B.B.A., Accounting

Craig William Mulder   Appleton
B.B.A., Business Finance

Tanya Lou Neill ***  New Auburn
B.B.A., Accounting and Business Finance

Austin Nathan Neu   Iron Ridge
B.B.A., Management

Heath David Nicholson   Fennimore
B.B.A., Business Administration

Benjamin Alan Niehaus   Marshfield
B.B.A., Business Finance

Joseph Robert Niemann **  Brookfield
B.B.A., Accounting

Cassandra Jean Norwick   Phillips
B.B.A., Marketing

Casey Jean O’Connor   Lake Holcombe
B.B.A., Management

Maxwell Demos Palzewicz   Brookfield
B.B.A., Accounting

Daniel Thomas Patrick   River Falls
B.B.A., Business Finance and Accounting

Travis John Peckskamp   Sauk Rapids, MN
B.B.A., Management

Justin Kase Peters   Wausau
B.B.A., Marketing

Malory Maxine Peterson ***†  Goodhue, MN
University Honors
B.B.A., Accounting

Gustav Erik Petersson   Brookfield
B.B.A., Information Systems

Nicholas William Pierce   Hudson
B.B.A., Accounting and Business Finance

Lu Qian **  China
B.B.A., Business Finance

Samantha Ann Ramp **  Boyd
B.B.A., Accounting and Business Finance

Kerry David Rick   Cedarburg
B.B.A., Business Finance

Patrick Joseph Riedel   Chippewa Falls
B.B.A., Information Systems

Joe Thomas Roth   Loyal
B.B.A., Management and Business Finance

Rebecca Fay Roycraft *  Eden Prairie, MN
B.B.A., Business Finance

Kyle Patrick Rudesill   River Falls
B.B.A., Business Administration

Gregory John Samens **  Bloomer
B.B.A., Management

Tyler Jamie Schaefer   Wausau
B.B.A., Management

Lauren Elizabeth Scharfenberg *  Hudson
B.B.A., Business Administration

Skye Brianna Schatz   Eau Claire
B.B.A., Business Finance

Mary Scherkenbach   Eau Claire
B.B.A., Information Systems

David Anthony Schlee   Plymouth, MN
B.B.A., Marketing

Kirk Charles Schmidt   Athens
B.B.A., Business Administration

Danielle Suzanne Schulzetenberg *  Maple Grove, 
MN

B.B.A., Business Administration

Daniel Joseph Seefeldt *  Wittenberg
B.B.A., Accounting and Business Finance

Shane S Segner   Waconia, MN
B.B.A., Management

Katharine Agnes Sheetz   Chili
B.B.A., Business Finance

Jared Mark Singerhouse   New Richmond
B.B.A., Marketing

Christopher Soppeland   Chippewa Falls
B.B.A., Business Finance

Robert Jay Splinter *  Wausau
B.B.A., Accounting

Ryan Joseph Sroda   Stevens Point
B.B.A., Information Systems

Curtis John Stark   Combined Locks
B.B.A., Business Finance

Amber Rose Steinert ***  Duluth, MN
B.B.A., Marketing

Brandon James Stephenson   Saline, MI
B.B.A., Management

Joshua J. Stolberg  ** Green Bay
B.B.A., Information Systems

Shaun Patrick Stoltz   Richland Center
B.B.A., Management

Stephanie McKeilia Suchla *  Arcadia
B.B.A., Accounting

Derek Andrew Taylor   Inver Grove Heights, MN
B.B.A., Marketing

Luke Peter Thaldorf   Eagan, MN
B.B.A., Business Finance

Arianne Lyn Thompson   River Falls
B.B.A., Marketing

Jon Randel Toman   Cornell
B.B.A., Information Systems

Audrey Huong Tran   Necedah
B.B.A., Accounting

Jeremy Chase Vincent   Chetek
B.B.A., Business Administration

Nicholas Richard Virnoche   Verona
B.B.A., Management

Sara Jean Vlietstra   Wausau
B.B.A., Accounting

Mary Virginia Vrieze  ** Jim Falls
B.B.A., Management

Abby Kathryn Wagner   Chippewa Falls
B.B.A., Business Administration

Catherine Marie Wagner   Austin, MN
B.B.A., Marketing

Samuel John Wanta   Oak Creek
B.B.A., Information Systems

Anthony John Wegleitner   Shoreview, MN
B.B.A., Accounting and Information Systems

Zachary James Weisenberger   Ladysmith
B.B.A., Business Finance

Joseph Patrick Werner  ** Marshfield
B.B.A., Business Administration

Laura Ann West *  South Milwaukee
B.B.A., Management

Andrew Allen Wians **  Appleton
B.B.A., Marketing

Max Wilson Wiedenhoeft   Strum
B.B.A., Marketing

Samantha Mae Wilson   Neillsville
B.B.A., Management

Eric Jason Winkler ***  Stanley
B.B.A., Accounting

Jonathan Andrew Wise   Beaver Dam
B.B.A., Marketing

Todd Witt   Marshfield
B.B.A., Management

Katrina Marie Wojkiewicz   Green Bay
B.B.A., Accounting and Business Finance

Julie Ann Wolfe ***  Trempealeau
B.B.A., Accounting

Xiaoyan Wu   Eau Claire
B.B.A., Business Finance

Vang Por Xiong   Wausau
B.B.A., Management

Joel Dean Yaeger   Waunakee
B.B.A., Accounting

Chengyue Yang *  China
B.B.A., Economics

Yau Tik Yeung   China
B.B.A., Business Finance

Terry H Yoon   Rowland Heights, CA
B.B.A., Marketing

Justin Lee Zarich   Cottage Grove, MN
B.B.A., Marketing

Kenny John Zarske *  Sussex
B.B.A., Business Finance

HaoYang Zhao   China
B.B.A., Business Finance
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COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

SPECIALIST DEGREES
Nicholle Anna Breikjern Eagan, MN

Ed.S., School Psychology
B.S., 2005, Minnesota State University-Moorhead
M.S.E., 2010, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
Program Adviser: Dr. Mary Beth Tusing
Thesis: The Impact of Participation in Four-Year-Old 
Kindergarten on Future Literacy Skills
Thesis Adviser: Dr. Mary Beth Tusing

Krystle A. Kaifesh West Allis
Ed.S., School Psychology
B.S., 2008, University of Wisconsin-La Crosse
M.S.E., 2011, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
Program Adviser: Dr. Mary Beth Tusing
Thesis: Survey of School Psychologists’ Actual and 
Preferred Roles, and Job Satisfaction in Wisconsin
Thesis Adviser: Dr. Jeffrey Goodman

MASTER’S DEGREES
Jennifer Ann Birkhofer Albert Lea, MN

M.S.E., School Psychology
B.A., 2011, College of Saint Benedict
Program Adviser: Dr. Mary Beth Tusing

Vincent Edward Czahor Pembine
M.A., History
B.A., 2004, University of Wisconsin-Green Bay
Program Adviser: Dr. Jane Pederson

Zachary Joseph Freese Webster
M.A., History
B.S., 2011, University of Wisconsin-River Falls
Program Adviser: Dr. Jane Pederson
Thesis: Off the Tracks: Deadly Railroad Wrecks, 
Markets, and Morality, 1850-1893
Thesis Adviser: Dr. Oscar Chamberlain

Bill Paul Gill Fall River
M.A., History
B.S., 1999, University of Wisconsin-Platteville
M.A., 2005, Viterbo University
Program Adviser: Dr. Jane Pederson
Research Paper: The Rise and Decline of the Family 
Farm in Central Southern Wisconsin: 1890-1990 
Paper Adviser: Dr. Oscar Chamberlain

Daniel G. Henke Jackson
M.A., English-Literature and Textual Interpretation
B.A., 2007, University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point
Program Adviser: Dr. Jennifer Shaddock
Thesis: From Suicide, to Acceptance through Faith, 
and then, to Defiant Revolt: Existential Absurdism in 
Albert Camus’ The Stranger  
Thesis Adviser: Dr. Bob Nowlan

Timothy Patrick Hoey Milwaukee
M.A., History
B.A., 2007, Marquette University
Program Adviser: Dr. Jane Pederson
Thesis: What You Need Not What You Want: Public 
Assistance Programs in Chippewa County during the 
New Deal Era
Thesis Adviser: Dr. Robert Gough

Erin Emma Lynnes Independence
M.A., History
B.A., 2004, College of Saint Scholastica
Program Adviser: Dr. Jane Pederson

Kimberlee Marie Maczko Mendota Heights, MN
M.S.E., School Psychology
B.S., 2011, University of Wisconsin-La Crosse
Program Adviser: Dr. Mary Beth Tusing

Matthew Emmett Mitchell Chippewa Falls
M.S.E., School Psychology
B.A., 2011, Macalester College
Program Adviser: Dr. Mary Beth Tusing

Christina Catherine Nielsen Cedarburg
M.S.E., School Psychology
B.A., 2012, University of Minnesota, Twin Cities
Program Adviser: Dr. Mary Beth Tusing

Josiah Paschal Peeples IV Eau Claire
M.A., English
B.S., 2006, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
Program Adviser: Dr. Jennifer Shaddock
Thesis: PersonalQueerAcademic: Constructing a 
Queer Self across a Graduate Career through Reflective 
Narrative and Literary Criticism
Thesis Adviser: Dr. Jennifer Shaddock

Christina Luise Skasa Stevens Point
M.A., English-Writing
B.A., 2000, University of Wisconsin-Madison
Program Adviser: Dr. Audrey Fessler
Thesis: Communicating farm animal welfare science: 
Wisconsin dairy producers’ attitudes toward and 
interest in dairy cattle welfare
Thesis Adviser: Dr. Stephanie Turner

Sigrid Grace Splinter Oak Creek
M.S.E., School Psychology
B.S., 2012, University of Wisconsin-La Crosse
Program Adviser: Dr. Mary Beth Tusing

Jessica Catherine Spurr Eagan, MN
M.S.E., School Psychology
B.S., 2011, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
Program Adviser: Dr. Mary Beth Tusing

Maddie Jane Sutton Richfield, MN
M.S.E., School Psychology
B.A., 2011, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
Program Adviser: Dr. Mary Beth Tusing

Lora Carolyn Tatinger Lindstrom, MN
M.A., History
B.S., 2010, University of Wisconsin-Superior
Program Adviser: Dr. Jane Pederson
Research Paper: Women Adrift in Gangland
Paper Adviser: Dr. Jane Pederson

Brenda Marie Walker Gaylord, MN
M.S.E., School Psychology
B.S., 2012, Minnesota State University-Mankato
Program Adviser: Dr. Mary Beth Tusing

BACCALAUREATE DEGREES
Nathan Edward Abrams   Rhinelander

B.S., Biology

Timothy R. Accola   Bruce
B.S., Biology

Michelle Marie Adamczyk   Wind Lake
B.A., Journalism

Kiaya Rose Albers   Amherst Junction
B.A., Communication

Katie Erin Alery   Minneapolis, MN
B.S., Psychology

Ryan Christopher Alger   Janesville
B.S., Geography

Abigail Faith Amundson **  Barron
University Honors
B.S., Communication

Alexander Lynn Anderson *  St. Croix Falls
B.A., English

Joshua Van Dam Appel   Netherlands
B.A., History and Mass Communication

Derek William Arndt   Ellsworth
B.S., Geography

Arik Lee Arnevik   Chippewa Falls
B.S., Geography

Morgan Jade Babcock   Wisconsin Rapids
B.A., Psychology

Gretchen Margaret Bachmeier **  Eau Claire
B.A., Women’s Studies and Mass Communication

Kristin Sarah Baird   Baraboo
B.A., Mass Communication

Nicholas Robert Baldwin   Maple Grove, MN
B.A., Art

Kali Elle Bannon   Madison
B.A., Communication

Jodi Elizabeth Barby   Chippewa Falls
B.A., Psychology

Dillon James Barmore *  Middleton
B.A., Communication

Baxter Gene Bauer *  Durand
B.F.A., Art

Jeffrey Jon Bauer *  Chippewa Falls
B.S., Biology

Brenna Lynn Bausch   Viroqua
B.S., Biochemistry/Molecular Biology

Joshua Joseph Beaudette   Chippewa Falls
B.A., Mass Communication

Jackson Jae Becker   Rochester, MN
B.S., Geography

Darren Reed Bell   Madison
B.A., Psychology

Dessa Rain Bell **  Reedsburg
B.A., English

Jessica Kali Bengtson   Chippewa Falls
B.A., Communication

Brittany Jill Bergquist *  Stevens Point
B.S., Biology

Kelly Nicole Bertzyk   New Berlin
B.A., English

James Raymond Berweger   Ashland
B.A., English
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Matthew David Bilski   Strum
B.A., History

Cameron Paul Bjorklund   Eau Claire
B.S., Computer Science

Amy Ellen Blair   Wausau
B.A., Art

Shawn Mikel Blake  * Altoona
B.A., Religious Studies

Lukas Shaw Boehning **  Marshfield
B.S., Political Science

Bailey Frances Boelter **  Lakeville, MN
B.L.S., Liberal Studies

Travis Alan Boettcher *  Menomonie
B.S., Computer Science and Mathematics

Amanda Idell Boggess   New Auburn
B.A., English

Sophia Rose Bolle **  Eau Claire
University Honors
B.S., Mathematics

Emily Christine Bourget   Cadott
B.L.S., Liberal Studies

Caitlin Elizabeth Bowie   New Glarus
B.S., Biology and Art

Timothy Paul Bowman   Eau Claire
B.A., Criminal Justice

Ryan Smith Bowser   Luxemburg
B.S., Biology

Alyssa Rose Brandt   Onalaska
B.S., Psychology and Spanish

Briana Jean Bryant **  Byron
University Honors
B.A., English

James Robert Budde  * Beaver Dam
B.P.S., Organizational Leadership and Communication

Ellen Katherine Buelow   New Holstein
B.A., Spanish and Geology

Brittany Marie Burant   Stevens Point
B.S., Biology

Anastasia Marie Burns   Kimberly
B.S., Geology

Rhiana Kaye Bush *  Altoona
B.A., Sociology

Ryan Gregory Cairo   Eagan, MN
B.A., Psychology

Stephanie Callow   Elmwood
B.S., Sociology

Allison Erin Carpenter   Eagan, MN
B.S., Psychology

Katherine Ann Cater   Eau Claire
B.A., Psychology

Bridget Kathleen Cauley *  Excelsior, MN
B.A., Psychology and Spanish

Aurora Feil Chapman   Eau Claire
B.S., Chemistry with Business Emphasis

Siqi Chen ***  China
B.A., Mass Communication

Wendy Corrine Chesnut  * Eau Claire
B.P.S., Organizational Leadership and Communication

Brittney Morgan Christman   Trego
B.A., History

Mary Loue Clark   Eau Claire
B.A., Religious Studies

Matthew Coenen   Appleton
B.A., Communication

Matt M. Collatz   Merrill
B.S., Biology

Grace E Collura   Wauwatosa
B.A., Communication

Bridget Margaret Cooke   Independence
B.A., Journalism

Keith Richard Cormany   Stanley
B.A., History

Katie L Crotteau   Stevens Point
B.A., Political Science

Amy Louise Cypher ***  Medford
B.S., Mathematics

Amanda Marie Davis   Lakeville, MN
B.A., Mass Communication

Julie Marie Davis   West St. Paul, MN
B.A., History

Alexandra Giota Demopoulos   Delafield
B.A., Spanish

Maxwell Jackson Docksey   Chippewa Falls
B.A., Political Science

Mercedes Marie Domagall *  Houlton
B.L.S., Liberal Studies

Jessica Cecile Doyle **  Madison
B.L.S., Liberal Studies

Jared Timothy Drahonovsky *  Mukwonago
B.A., Mass Communication

Timothy John Duffy **  Milwaukee
B.S., Political Science and Economics

Isaiah Thomas Eaton   Hartford
B.S., Chemistry

Aubry Evan Eggers   Wauwatosa
B.A., Theatre Arts

Michael Tyler Ekenstedt   Chippewa Falls
B.S., History

Coltan Dale Ellis *  Rice Lake
B.S., Biology

Karsten Elizabeth Endle   Eau Claire
B.A., Criminal Justice

Bailey Christine Erdrich *  Apple Valley, MN
B.A., Psychology

Staci Lyn Erickson **  Madison
B.S., Psychology

Allison Rae Evers   Oakdale, MN
B.A., Mass Communication

Travis Henry Faust   Lino Lakes, MN
B.A., Music

Kyle Travis Featherstone *  Hudson
B.L.S., Liberal Studies

Corey Douglas Feiock **  Eagan, MN
B.S., Computer Science

Anna Clarissa Field   Lakeville, MN
B.A., English

Matthew King Finch   Whitewater
B.A., English

Ellen Fisher *  St. Paul, MN
B.A., Criminal Justice

Chad Allen Fritsche   Hudson
B.S., Biology

Katlyn Elizabeth Frye   Superior
B.A., Religious Studies

Samara Sarahi Gaitan *  Arcadia
B.A., Spanish

Briana Catherine Galbraith *  Coon Rapids, MN
B.A., English

Brittany Mae Gartner   Little Canada, MN
B.L.S., Liberal Studies

Michael James Gates   Eagan, MN
B.S., Biology

William James Gaumitz   Hudson
B.S., Geology

Amanda M. Gaveske   Marinette
B.A., English

Melissa Reyna Geldernick   Marshfield
B.S., Psychology

Adam David Germain   Somerset
B.S., Mathematics

Jonathon Edward Gilbertson  * Schofield
B.S.E.P.H., Environmental Public Health

Jared Mason Gillingham   Richland Center
B.S., Biology

Heng Chan Goh   Eau Claire
B.A., Economics

Bailey Gomer **  Grand Meadow, MN
B.S., Psychology

Breana Rosalie Good   Waunakee
B.A., English

Stephanie Marie Gottschalk *  Maplewood, MN
B.A., German

Kaetlyn Leah Graham   Wausau
B.S., Biology

Spencer Larry Grande *  Colby
B.S., Computer Science

Melanie Graves   Maplewood, MN
B.A., Art

Danielle Christine Green *  Gilman
B.A., Mass Communication

Lance Allen Greene   Dodge Center, MN
B.A., Sociology

Katie Elizabeth Griffin   Eau Claire
B.A., French

Emily Elizabeth Hall **  Little Canada, MN
B.A., Psychology

Lindsey Marie Haller   Hartland
B.A., Art

Erin Nicole Hanegraaf ***  New Prague, MN
University Honors
B.A., Psychology

Laurel Alyce Hanson   Eau Claire
B.A., Geography

Daniel Joseph Harder   Eau Claire
B.A., Economics

Mark Douglas Harris   Mequon
B.A., Mass Communication

Bryan Andrew Harrison   Milwaukee
B.S., Biology

Melissa Ann Hauck   Chippewa Falls
B.A., Political Science

Emily Ann Haugestuen **  Barron
B.A., Art

Anthony James Hays   Arkdale
B.A., Criminal Justice

Matthew David Heath  * Eau Claire
B.S., Mathematics

Luke Dennis Heidtke ***  Chippewa Falls
B.A., Psychology

David Charles Heiling   Beaver Dam
B.A., Journalism

Brittany Jordan Heinzen **  Saukville
B.S., Mathematics

Heather Kathleen Hejna **  Minnetrista, MN
B.A., Mass Communication

Katie Marie Hennagir **  La Crosse
B.A., Mass Communication

Ryan Michael Horstman   Onalaska
B.S., Physics

Eric Daniel Houle   Ashland
B.S., Geology

Andrew David Hurd ***  Deerfield
B.S., Computer Science

Jeffrey Scott Huseby   Chippewa Falls
B.S., Economics

Samantha Anne Ida **  Kenosha
B.A., Art

Rachel Anne Marie Ide *  Oregon
B.A., Criminal Justice
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Katherine Rose Jelich *  Oconomowoc
B.A., Art

Brandon Scott Jenness *  Eau Claire
B.F.A., Art

Olivia May Jeske ***  Cecil
University Honors
B.A., Mass Communication

Austin Taylor Johnson   Roberts
B.A., Criminal Justice

Claire Elizabeth Johnson **  Eagan, MN
B.S., Biology

Heather Ann Johnson   Eau Claire
B.A., Psychology

Timothy Micah Johnson   Elk Mound
B.A., Criminal Justice

James Ryan Johonnott   La Crosse
B.A., English

Matthew Stephen Jones   Arroyo Grande, CA
B.S., Chemistry with Business Emphasis

Heidi Rose Joosten **  Cameron
B.M., Music

Kelsey Lee Joswiak   Rochester, MN
B.A., Communication

Robin Coggins Kintner   Sun Prairie
B.A., History

Jenna M. Kippes   Somerset
B.F.A., Art

Jordan Lindsey Kitch * Superior
B.A., Communication

Andrew David Kleist **  Eau Claire
University Honors
B.S.E.P.H., Environmental Public Health

Emily Auburn Knauf **  Marshfield
B.A., Psychology

Morgan Brittany Kobylarczyk   Sobieski
B.A., Psychology

Sarah Kristine Koenekamp   White Bear Lake, MN
B.A., Communication

Thomas Claire Kolman   Beloit
B.A., Political Science

John Kopetsky   Fox Point
B.A., Spanish and Political Science

Michael Joseph Kosiak **  Shoreview, MN
B.A., Psychology and Sociology

Caleb Allen Kostick   Hudson
B.A., Criminal Justice

Kristofer John Kotlarik   Green Bay
B.A., History

Danielle Renee Krcma   Wausau
B.A., Psychology

Nolan Kriener ***  Eau Claire
University Honors
B.S., Mathematics

Kassie Jayne Krummel   Walcott, IA
B.A., Communication

Jacob Michael Kruziki **  Appleton
B.S., Biology

Rebecca Jean Lamers **  Kaukauna
B.A., Psychology

Di Lau ***  Eau Claire
B.S., Computer Science

Justin Taylor Laycock   Madison
B.A., Psychology

Chee Hao Lee   Malaysia
B.S., Mathematics

Sou Lee **  Wausau
B.A., Criminal Justice

Vang Houa Lee   Eau Claire
B.S., Psychology

Allison Maren Leef **  Webster
B.A., Criminal Justice

Jenna Rose Lemke   Burlington
B.A., Communication

Christa Lauren Lentz **  Eau Claire
B.A., English

Zhuojun Li   China
B.A., English

Katie Anne Liban **  Greenfield
B.A., Religious Studies

Katie Rose Lichtblau ***  Red Wing, MN
B.A., Psychology

Jia Yang Lim   Eau Claire
B.A., Communication

Erik Michael Lindberg   Denmark
B.S., Biology

Lucas Alan Lisiecki   Cascade
B.S., Chemistry

Stephen Budahn Lisser   Janesville
B.S.E.P.H., Environmental Public Health

Ashley B. Lockmiller *  Chippewa Falls
B.A., Psychology

Maikia Lor   Eau Claire
B.A., Sociology

Molly Lor   Eau Claire
B.A., Psychology

Michael James Ludgatis   Hudson
B.A., Criminal Justice

Amy Margaret Lundberg  * Hermantown, MN
B.A., English

Allison Mary Lutz   Turtle Lake
B.A., English

Jeni Noel Luzinski *  Thorp
B.A., Psychology

Allison Kate Malecek   Maple Plain, MN
B.S.E.P.H., Environmental Public Health

Kyrsten Sylvia Marshall   Prior Lake, MN
B.S., Criminal Justice

Matthew Scott Marsolek   Stillwater, MN
B.A., Psychology

Benjamin Alfred Matchey   Arcadia
B.A., Criminal Justice

Katrina Annette Mateski   Eau Claire
B.A., Psychology

Kathryn Lynn Maurer *  Forest Lake, MN
B.S., Physics

Courtney Marie McDermid **  Green Bay
B.A., Spanish

Jonathon Karl McDonnell   Durand
B.A., Sociology

Kaileen Kristin Mcmickle **  Rice Lake
B.A., Psychology

Taylor Marie McMillan   Stoughton
B.A., Psychology

Brian Timothy Meeuwsen *  Greenville
B.S., Chemistry with Business Emphasis

Andrew James Meinel   Weston
B.S., Mathematics

Rochelle Marie Miller   Weyauwega
B.A., Communication

Peter Todd Minehart *  Minneapolis, MN
B.A., Religious Studies

Elizabeth Renee Miner   Greenville
B.A., Psychology

Jarrett Scott Minette *  Mondovi
B.A., English

Adam Lee Montee *  La Crosse
B.A., Political Science

Klayt Wayson Morfoot *  Cornell
B.S., Physics

Sean Patrick Morrissey   Elm Grove
B.S., Computer Science

Reese William Mowbray   Madison
B.S., Economics

Joseph Carl Mundth   Reedsburg
B.S.E.P.H., Environmental Public Health

Cara Grace Murden   Spooner
B.A., Criminal Justice

Natesa Celeste Nagalingam   Malaysia
B.A., Journalism

Samantha Jo Nash  * Mahtomedi, MN
B.A., Art

Dexter Wolfe Nelson   Minneapolis, MN
B.A., Spanish

Gregory Thomas Nelson *  Oconomowoc
B.S.E.P.H., Environmental Public Health and Biology

Jeremy Nelson   Chetek
B.S., Criminal Justice

Katrina Rae Nelson   Aniwa
B.A., Mass Communication

Taylor Jane Nelson   Chippewa Falls
B.S., Criminal Justice

Dillon Joseph Nemec **  Phillips
B.A., Psychology

Jordan David Nortman **  Black River Falls
B.A., History

Elizabeth Anne Nowobielski *  Lodi
B.A., Women’s Studies and Communication

Dennis Mochama Nyabuti   Kenya
B.S., Computer Science

Margaret Rosellen O’Donnell   Rhinelander
B.A., American Indian Studies

Eric Davis O’Hearn   Traverse City, MI
B.A., Political Science

Kiersten Ann Olsen *  Bloomington, MN
B.A., Psychology

Brady Michael Olson **  Little Chute
B.S., Biology

Joshua Craig Olson ***  Amery
B.S., Geology

Tonya Jane Olson  ** Mondovi
B.A., Geography

Megan Taylor Ott   Eleva
B.A., Psychology

April Kay Palmer *  Verona
B.A., Communication

Tyler Kim Papierniak   Madison
B.A., Criminal Justice

Kevin Michael Patton   Eau Claire
B.A., Psychology

Brandon Joseph Payer   Cumberland
B.A., History

Kayla Ann Peche   Rib Lake
B.A., Journalism

Erin Elizabeth Pellett   Menomonie
B.A., English

Allison Maureen Peltier   Stillwater, MN
B.A., Psychology

Katherine Rose Perrin   Chippewa Falls
B.A., Psychology

John Michael Pesavent **  Somerset
B.A., Mass Communication

Derek Lynn Peterson   Walnut Creek, CA
B.A., Criminal Justice

Joseph Steinhagen Peterson   Edina, MN
B.A., Economics

Lucas James Peterson   Medford
B.S., Physics

Shane Jacob Peterson   Sparta
B.S., Physics
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Joshua Ray Pettis   Osseo
B.A., Criminal Justice

James Riley Pfitzinger   West St. Paul, MN
B.A., Journalism

Reann Marie Phaneuf   Wausau
B.A., Mass Communication

Michael Madison Phillips *  Luxemburg
B.A., Mathematics

Breana Jo Pierce   Chetek
B.A., History

Noah Xerxes Pierre-Johnson   Osceola
B.A., English

David Gerald Pinney   Le Sueur, MN
B.A., Geography

Kelsey Mariah Pischke *  West Salem
B.S., Biology

Anselmo Carvalho Pontes   Brazil
B.S., Mathematics

Joy Irene Rako  ** Platteville
B.S., French

Amy Kathleen Rasmussen   Madison
B.S., Geology

Stephannie Ada Regenauer  ** Shell Lake
B.A., Political Science and Latin American Studies

Philip Patrick Reilly *  Milton
B.M., Music

Lisa Angela Rettig *  Oshkosh
B.A., Psychology

Aaron Joseph Rice   Lino Lakes, MN
B.S., Criminal Justice

Michael Joseph Richardson   Antioch, IL
B.A., Criminal Justice

Joseph Alan Robertson   Eau Claire
B.A., Geography

Lauren Elizabeth Roeglin   Waukesha
B.S., Geology

Giney Claribel Rojas *  Waunakee
B.A., Spanish

Kimberly Lynn Rosckes *  Plainview, MN
B.S., Psychology

Jordan Matthew Sansing   Hopkins, MN
B.A., Psychology

Paul Andrew Santi   Kingsford, MI
B.A., Criminal Justice

Anne Cady Satterlee *  Green Bay
B.A., Communication

Joshua David Scanlan   Eau Claire
B.S., Mathematics

Scott J. Schaefer   New Lisbon
B.S., Biology

Brandon Lee Schleicher   McFarland
B.S., Geography

Amy Lynn Schleichert *  St. Paul Park, MN
B.F.A., Art

Kristina Joyce Schmude   New London
B.A., Spanish

Courtney Rose Schoenberger   Eleva
B.A., Communication

David William Schomberg *  La Crosse
B.S., Physics and Mathematics

Ryan Schoonover   Plover
B.A., Criminal Justice

Karissa Breann Schumacher *  Eau Claire
B.A., Criminal Justice and English

Matthew Benjamin Schweitzer   Eau Claire
B.P.S., Organizational Leadership and Communication

Aryn Lynn Senger ***  Marshall
University Honors
B.A., Spanish

Maryjo Elsa Shaw   Chippewa Falls
B.A., Religious Studies

Thomas Francis Sheehan *  Rochester, MN
B.S., Biology

Jordan David Shirek   Stevens Point
B.A., Sociology and Mass Communication

Shaina Melodie Sieh ***  Courtland, MN
B.F.A., Art

Joseph Mark Simon   Roberts
B.S., Computer Science

Jordan Nicole Simpson   Wausau
B.S., Psychology

Minesh Sivaperumal **  Malaysia
B.S., Mathematics and Economics

Katelin Erin Smith   Frostburg, MD
B.A., English and Art

Thomas Stanfield Smith   Rhinelander
B.S., Biology

Trenton Russel Smith   La Crescent, MN
B.A., Criminal Justice

Jenna Marie Snyder   Mount Horeb
B.A., Geography

Trenton Jared Sobeck   East Helena, MT
B.A., History

Cecily Dorine Solem   Mendota Heights, MN
B.A., Communication

Clinton Edward Sowle   Woodbury, MN
B.S.E.P.H., Environmental Public Health

Olivia Virginia Spiegel **  Chippewa Falls
B.A., Psychology

Joshua Paul Sprunk *  Fall Creek
B.A., Criminal Justice

Jennifer Renee Steinmetz   Eau Claire
B.A., Sociology

Ashley Marie Stewart   Eagan, MN
B.A., Psychology

John Thomas Stocks   McFarland
B.S., Biology and Theatre Arts

Brittni Nicole Straseske *  Horicon
B.A., Journalism

Alexandra Strasser **  Wausau
B.A., Psychology

Andrew Lee Straszkowski   Eau Claire
B.A., Criminal Justice

Lacey Faye Struensee ***  Neillsville
B.A., Spanish

Andrew Scott Stumborg   Wausau
B.A., Criminal Justice

Thamodaran Subramaniam **  Malaysia
B.S., Mathematics and Economics

Scott Joseph Suring   De Pere
B.A., Art

Johanne Leigh Swanson *  Chippewa Falls
B.L.S., Liberal Studies

Laura Jean Szymanski **  Green Bay
B.A., French

Boon Zhuan Tan   Malaysia
B.S., Psychology

Tao Tao   China
B.A., Art

Erika Ann Tauer   Maple Grove, MN
B.A., Psychology

Samantha Sue Taylor *  Roscoe, IL
B.S., Geology

Sandy Mee Thao   Wausau
B.S., Geography

Samuel Peter Tompsett   Oconomowoc
B.S., Geography

Mary Frances Tubbs Beaudette  ** Eau Claire
B.S., Geography

Laura Kathleen Turner  ** Elm Grove
B.A., Communication

Brandon Jeffrey Urhammer *  Hudson
B.S., Biology

Jeffrey James Vaile Jr.   Oconto Falls
B.A., Criminal Justice

Bethany Jean Van Doorn **  Tony
B.A., Criminal Justice

Kyle Phillip Van Wyhe   Delano, MN
B.S., Biology

Zachary Daniel VanBeckum   Green Bay
B.A., Sociology

Kou Vang   Eau Claire
B.A., Art

Mai Neng Vang   Stevens Point
B.A., Political Science

Andrea Leigh VanHaren   Appleton
B.A., Geography

Matthew Lester Vergin   Dallas
B.S., Economics

Daniel Enok Vestnes   Eleva
B.S., Geology

David Robert Virgilio **  Cross Plains
B.S., Physics

Megan Mae Vlietstra *  Birnamwood
B.F.A., Art

Anne Margaret Alvira Wagner **  Germantown
University Honors
B.S., Political Science

Nicholas William Wander   New Brighton, MN
B.S., Biology

Kyle Patrick Wegner   Eyota, MN
B.A., Art

Sarah Weinmann   Mounds View, MN
B.A., English

Amy Kristine Wells ***  Somerset
B.S., Sociology and Mathematics

Kathleen Sarah Wendell   Salem, MA
B.A., History

Amanda Ruth Werner ***  Germantown
University Honors
B.A., Psychology

Corinne Allison Werner *  Madison
B.A., Psychology and Spanish

Jeffrey Michael Westphal *  Wisconsin Dells
B.S., Computer Science

Collin Stephen Weyers ***  Two Rivers
B.A., Philosophy

Daniel Robert Wickman   De Pere
B.S., Mathematics

Helen Ashley Widdicombe   Mount Horeb
B.S.E.P.H., Environmental Public Health

Alex Christopher Widstrand **  Eau Claire
B.M., Music

Stefan Jones Wiersgalla   Beloit
B.S., Chemistry with Business Emphasis

Amber Lynn Willi *  Chippewa Falls
B.A., English

Kelsey Anna Willkom   Chippewa Falls
B.A., Psychology

Brittany Wilson   New Auburn
B.A., History

Miranda Paige Wilson   Appleton
B.A., Mass Communication and Psychology

Ryan Christopher Wiltrout   Chippewa Falls
B.S., Sociology

Adam Jacob Wimberly *  Green Bay
B.A., History

Mariah Lee Winkels   Minnetonka, MN
B.A., Psychology
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Aaron Jacob Wirth **  Appleton
B.S., Computer Science

David Charles Withers   Hillsboro
B.A., History

Alissa Ann Wulf *** † Amery
B.A., Religious Studies and Psychology

Chueyee Xiong **  Eau Claire
B.S., Computer Science

Gee Nou Yang   Eau Claire
B.A., Criminal Justice

Jesse Yang   Green Bay
B.S., Journalism

Roy Tianran Yao   Janesville
B.A., Geography

Jung Ho Yoo  ** Republic of Korea
B.A., Psychology

Tara Young ***  St. Cloud, MN
B.S., Psychology

Steven Paul Yungwirth   Appleton
B.S., Mathematics

Haley Amber Zblewski   Mosinee
B.A., Journalism

Chen Zhang   China
B.S., Art

Lv Zhang   China
B.S., Computer Science

Tyrel Joseph Zich  * Fall Creek
B.A., Political Science

Aaron Chad Zucker   Inver Grove Heights, MN
B.S., Biology

HONORS PROGRAM
The Honors Program provides an extra measure of challenge and enrichment for students who are academically distinguished by previous and current 
achievements and by high levels of motivation and curiosity. The program seeks to challenge exceptionally able students to perform at the highest 
level of which they are capable, to enhance their capacity for critical inquiry and independent learning, and to develop their potential for leadership 
in their future vocations. The Honors Program has two components: University Honors and Departmental Honors. Students may complete one or 
both components. Students graduating with University Honors have attained a grade-point average of at least 3.5 and have completed at least 24 
University Honors credits. Graduates receiving University Honors are identified by a gold ribbon and medal.

In addition, 32 scholastic honor societies are recognized at the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire. They exist primarily to recognize the attainment 
of scholarship of a superior quality and to confer distinction for high achievement in undergraduate, graduate and professional studies; in student 
leadership; and in various fields of research. Baccalaureate candidates who are members of scholastic honor societies are identified by silver cords.

ACADEMIC APPAREL
The academic apparel worn by the faculty and staff in the processional has its origins in the universities of the Middle Ages. Because the universities 
grew out of church schools, both faculty and students were regarded as part of the clergy and wore clerical clothing based on monastic dress.

The head covering developed from the skullcap worn to protect tonsured heads in cold weather. In the universities, the skullcap acquired a point on 
top, which gradually evolved into a tassel. In Europe the bonnet with tassel is still worn but has been replaced in America by the mortarboard cap 
or tam with tassel.

The style of the gown may have been borrowed from the Benedictine monk’s habit. In the Middle Ages, those with bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
could be distinguished by the simplicity or elaborateness of their gowns. The master’s gowns were often furred, a decoration surviving as the three 
velvet bars now used on the sleeves of the doctoral gown.

The hood was originally worn over the head in bad weather and otherwise dropped onto the shoulders. First worn by faculty and students, the hood 
is now added to the apparel of those with master’s, specialist in education and doctoral degrees. The color of the velvet trim on the hood indicates 
the scholarly field: for example, dark blue (philosophy), golden yellow (science), light blue (education), pink (music), apricot (nursing), drab 
(business), white (arts). The colors of the satin lining are those approved and authorized by the college or university from which the degree was 
earned.

SENIOR CLASS GIFT
Each year, graduating seniors have an opportunity to make a gift to UW-Eau Claire to honor their graduation by supporting current and future 
Blugolds. This year, seniors were encouraged to donate to the Blugold Emergency Support Fund, which is funded by UW-Eau Claire students, faculty, 
staff, alumni and friends. The Blugold Emergency Support Fund provides financial support to students, faculty and staff in emergency or crisis 
situations such as a house fire, an emergency medical situation or other crises. By making a gift to the Blugold Emergency Support Fund, seniors are 
able to support UW-Eau Claire students, faculty and staff even after they graduate.

The UW-Eau Claire Foundation thanks the following seniors for their generosity and for participating in the Senior Class Gift program.* Senior Class 
donors can be identified by the blue and gold cords they will be wearing during the commencement ceremony:

Megan M. Abel
Courtney E. Amundson
Lara J. Beranek
Amy M. Bomgren
Kelly M. Brandstaetter
Amanda M. Davis
Emilie C. Dillner
Karsten E. Endle
Samara S. Gaitan
Kongcheng M. Her
Billy R. Jackson

Olivia M. Jeske
Jason A. Kyle
Allison M. Leef
Sean P. Lieding
Jia Yang Lim
Margaret R. O’Donnell
Eric D. OHearn
Justin K. Peters
Derek A. Schneider
Ashley M. Stewart

Nicole E. Strasser 
Audrey H. Tran
Tracy J. Turba
Mai N. Vang
Corinne A. Werner
Julie A. Wolfe
Gee Nou Yang

*Some donors are not listed per request
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OUTSTANDING RECENT ALUMNUS AWARD
The Outstanding Recent Alumnus Award acknowledges special achievements and great promise of 

alumni who are within 15 years of their graduation from UW-Eau Claire.

BRANDON JOHNSON graduated from UW-Eau Claire in 
1998 with a bachelor’s degree in theatre and has been a working 
actor and television host for more than a decade. His current 
work includes playing the character Gary Wilde on the Disney 
Channel’s hit show “Shake It Up!” He also recently hosted two 
seasons of HGTV’s “My Yard Goes Disney,” “Meet the Disney 
Legends,” TNT’s reality competition show “72 hours” and 

NBC’s singing competition “The Winner Is.”  

Johnson’s first big break into acting came in 2003 when he was cast as the 
character Dr. Michael McBain on the ABC daytime series “One Life to Live.” He 
played that role until 2004 and returned to the series in 2007-08 in the recurring 
role of Chuck Wilson III. Johnson also appeared in three episodes of the Disney 
Channel series “Hannah Montana” as character Brian Winters. His feature film 
credits include “The Notorious Bettie Page,” alongside Gretchen Mol and Lili 
Taylor, the dark comedy “Rick,” alongside Bill Pullman and Aaron Stanford, 
and lead roles in horror films “Malevolence” and “Little Erin Merryweather,” 
which was an official selection of the Cannes Film Festival. Johnson also played 

roles in political dramas “Invisible Evidence,” shot entirely on location in 
Guatemala, and “The Mondavi Gang.”  

Johnson’s introduction to hosting began with the infotainment show “Cool 
In Your Code,” shot entirely throughout all of New York’s boroughs. CIYC 
was nominated for 18 New York Emmy Awards, winning four of them. 
Simultaneously, he worked as the premiere host for OLN’s “Rally America” and 
on the FOX Soccer channel’s “Fox Soccer USA.” Soon afterwards he booked 
“Formula D” for the G4 TV Network. Johnson also hosted HGTV’s “RV 2012,” 
“RV 2013” and “Get Out, Way Out!” which sparked opportunities to co-host 
HGTV’s “Consumer Electronics’ Show” and the “Homes and Housewares” 
special. He also shot more than 100 episodes of USA’s “Character Fantasy,” 
hosted two reality pilots for VH1 called “Perfect” and “Pretty Smart,” and 
another on TNT titled “The Great American Scavenger Hunt.”

With 20 years of drumming experience and involvement in the music industry, 
Johnson also became a correspondent for The MySpace Music Feed on MySpace, 
where he interviewed up-and-coming artists and world-renowned musicians.

KYLE NEWMASTER graduated from UW-Eau Claire in 1999 
with a bachelor’s degree in music education and is an award-
winning film, television and game music composer. 

Being a self-professed “Star Wars” fanatic, Newmaster is most 
proud of his work co-scoring the music for the Lucas Arts’ 
“Kinect Star Wars” game, which was recorded at the famed 

Abbey Road Studios in London with the London Symphony Orchestra. He also 
provided music and orchestrated for other Lucas Arts games, including “Star 
Wars: The Old Republic” and “Indiana Jones and the Staff of Kings.”

Newmaster is primarily active in film scoring and recently composed the score 
for the films “Channeling,” “Something Wicked,” “Blood Shot” and “The Myth 
of the American Sleepover,” which was an official selection at the 2011 Cannes 
Film Festival. Other credits include arranging and orchestrating the score for 
Rob Zombie’s animated film “The Haunted World of El Superbeasto,” scoring 

the Hallmark Channel movie “Bound by a Secret,” and providing or licensing 
music for a variety of other television shows, including “Little People, Big 
World,” “Crash” and “Jimmy Kimmel Live.”

When he is not writing music, Newmaster is an active professional trumpet 
player who performs and records in a variety of groups, incuding the Brian 
Setzer Orchestra and the Seth MacFarlane Big Band. He has recorded for 
numerous television shows, including “Family Guy,” “The Cleveland Show,” 
“The Middle,” “America’s Got Talent” and “American Dad.” 

Newmaster received a master’s degree in composing for contemporary media 
from the Eastman School of Music in New York and frequently gives lectures 
on composing and the music industry at universities, including guest lecturing 
at UW-Eau Claire. Newmaster also continues to regularly compose and arrange 
for the Columbus Jazz Orchestra and has provided music for a variety of the 
ensemble’s guest artists.

ZACHARY VERRIDEN  graduated from UW-Eau Claire in 
2004 with a bachelor’s degree in political science and has a 
passion and commitment to urban education.

After graduating from UW-Eau Claire, Verriden immediately 
joined Teach For America, where he spent two years teaching 
in Camden, N.J., and later went on to become one of the top 

recruiters for Teach For America after earning his master’s degree in education 
policy and management from Harvard University in 2008. He returned to 
teaching in 2009 at YES Prep Southwest School in Houston, where he served as 
the 10- and 11th-grade-level chair, instructional fellow and history instructor. 
His students achieved 100 percent passing and 67 percent commended scores 
for 10th-grade world history students on the Texas state test, and 100 percent 
passing and 74 percent commended scores for 11th-grade United States history 
students on the Texas state test.

In 2011 Verriden received his principal and business certificate from the Jones 
School of Business at Rice University in Houston and returned to Wisconsin to 
be close to family and work to improve schools in his home state. He is currently 
working as the principal of HOPE Christian High School in Milwaukee. In 2011, 
his first year as principal, the school boasted a 100 percent college acceptance 
rate for the senior class, a first for a high school on Milwaukee’s north side. 
In his second year, the school achieved 100 percent college acceptance once 
again and raised the school ACT average to outpace the city, state and national 
average for African-American students. Verriden also received recognition from 
Gov. Scott Walker for his hard work and dedication in improving education in 
urban schools. HOPE’s current senior class is already at 83 percent for its college 
acceptance this school year.

Verriden’s wife, Anya Woronzoff, said her husband’s greatest strength is his 
unrelenting passion and belief in equality and in urban education.
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LIFETIME EXCELLENCE AWARD
The Lifetime Excellence Award is presented to alumni who have demonstrated longtime and successful commitment to their careers and communites.

DR. ROBERT SINDELAR, a 1978 physics and mathematics 
graduate of UW-Eau Claire, will be presented the Lifetime 
Excellence Award, which recognizes the positive and dramatic 
impact of alumni through their dedication to service and UW-
Eau Claire’s motto of  “Excellence.”

Sindelar is a senior advisory engineer in the Science and 
Technology Directorate at the Savannah River National Laboratory. SRNL 
is a U.S. Department of Energy applied research and development national 
laboratory. Sindelar has 28 years of research and development experience in 
nuclear science. He is internationally recognized for his work in nuclear fuel 
management and water decontamination.

Earlier this year, Sindelar spent three months in Japan as an Embassy Science 
Fellow, where he assisted the Japanese government with decontamination 
efforts in the Fukushima region, where a major earthquake and subsequent 
tsunami severely damaged a nuclear power plant in 2011. 

Sindelar has been a consultant and lecturer for the International Atomic 
Energy Agency and NATO, where he led workshops on spent fuel management 
practices. 

Sindelar received a master’s degree and a Ph.D. in nuclear engineering from the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison.  

PRESIDENT’S AWARD
The President’s Award recognizes outstanding professional and personal achievements and service to UW-Eau Claire.

RAKESH SREENIVASAM received a bachelor’s degree in 
biology from UW-Eau Claire in 1988 and currently works as the 
vice president of operations for North America for Nestlé 
Health Science. He is based in Minnetonka, Minn., but over the 
course of his 19-year career with Nestlé, he has worked around 
the country and around the world. Sreenivasam has worked at 
Nestlé facilities in Switzerland, Morocco, Germany and Mexico. 

He has also been based in Virginia, Illinois, California, Iowa, Minnesota and 
Wisconsin. Sreenivasam and his family currently live in Eau Claire. 

Sreenivasam, who was born in India, moved to the United States when he was 
10 years old. He met his wife, Renee, who graduated with a degree in medical 
technology from UW-Eau Claire in 1986, in an organic chemistry and physics 
class. 

After graduating from UW-Eau Claire, Sreenivasam attended the University of 
Minnesota, where he earned a degree in mechanical engineering. 

DR. TIM NELSON received a bachelor’s degree in biochemistry 
and molecular biology from UW-Eau Claire in 1998 and serves 
as the director of the Todd and Karen Wanek Family Program 
for Hypoplastic Left Heart Syndrome (HLHS), which is part of 
Mayo Clinic’s Center for Regenerative Medicine. HLHS is a rare 
defect in which the left side of the heart is critically 
underdeveloped.

Nelson leads a research team that is working with induced pluripotent stem 
cells. Researchers take pieces of human skin and bioengineer them to look and 
feel like embryonic stem cells. Those cells are then used as seeds, planted into 
diseased tissue, to grow new parts. 

Thanks to the research conducted by Nelson, Mayo Clinic announced the first 
United States stem cell clinical trial for pediatric congenital heart disease. The 
trial will test the safety and feasibility of delivering personalized cell-based 
therapy into the hearts of 10 infants affected by HLHS.

Nelson and his research were featured on the ABC News program “Nightline” 
in January, and he has visited the UW-Eau Claire campus in the past to talk 
with students about internship opportunities and his cutting-edge research in 
regenerative medicine.

Nelson received his M.D. and Ph.D. from the Medical College of Wisconsin. 
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ALUMNI DISTINGUISHED ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
The Alumni Distinguished Achievement Award recognizes distinguished service to the community, state 

or nation in a manner that brings credit upon the recipient and the university. 

JERRY ELIASON graduated from UW-Eau Claire in 1978 with 
a bachelor’s degree in environmental and public health. His 
first job out of school was in the water quality lab of the Western 
Lake Superior Sanitary District in Duluth, where he worked for 
five years. He then joined the Minnesota Department of Public 
Safety as a driver’s license examiner, was named Minnesota’s 
examiner of the year in 2001 and was promoted to assistant 

regional supervisor in 2002.

A resident of Cloquet, Minn., Eliason said his reason for seeking employment in 
the Duluth area was to feed his growing interest in exploring and documenting 
Lake Superior shipwrecks. During the 1980s he published a dozen magazine 
articles about shipwrecks, many featuring his underwater photography.

Eliason is part of a three-member team that has been searching for sunken ships 
for more than three decades. He and his fellow crew members have discovered 
a total of 12 shipwrecks, 11 in Lake Superior and one in the North Atlantic. Two 
sunken freighters were discovered this year alone: the Henry B. Smith and the 
Scotiadoc.

The Henry B. Smith sank during a 1913 storm, its entire crew lost. Eliason’s team 
found it this spring off the shore of Marquette, Mich. The group discovered the 

Scotiadoc, which had collided with another ship in 1953, in September near 
Thunder Bay, Ontario.

Professor emeritus Robert Nelson, one of Eliason’s environmental health 
instructors at UW-Eau Claire, assisted the Eliason crew in operating the 
underwater camera system Eliason developed and used during the Scotiadoc 
expedition.

“Observing Jerry’s genius and savvy in planning, research and technology 
was truly a fulfilling and proud experience for me,” Nelson said. “The other 
members of Jerry’s team, Kraig Smith and Ken Merryman, are equally skilled, 
and the combination of their talents has led to many shipwreck discoveries.”

Eliason is a member of the Great Lakes Shipwreck Preservation Society, a 
nonprofit organization dedicated to protecting Great Lakes shipwrecks from 
the looting of artifacts.

Eliason said his greatest achievement is his son, Jarrod (high school valedictorian 
and summa cum laude college graduate).

“At the age of 4 he attended a few classes with me at UW-Eau Claire when I 
couldn’t find a babysitter or afford day care,” he said.

KRYSTYNA WOLNIAKOWSKI graduated from UW-Eau 
Claire in 1977 with a bachelor’s degree in biology. In 1979 she 
received a master’s degree from Oregon State University in 
environmental sciences with emphasis on oceanography and 
marine ecology. She currently works as director of the Western 
Partnership Office for the National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation. Prior to her current position, she worked in 

conservation for consulting firms, the Oregon Department of Environmental 
Quality and the German Marshall Fund of the U.S.

At the Oregon DEQ, she worked for 10 years on the passage of the toughest 
water quality standards in the country to prevent toxic pollution from being 
discharged into the state’s waters and to protect high-quality waters in pristine 
wilderness areas.

During a decade abroad, Wolniakowski worked for the German Marshall Fund 
of the U.S., setting up the first philanthropic foundation in post-Communist 
Poland and helping to educate the newly democratic citizens about how to 

become involved in free elections. During this time she received the EcoLisc 
Award for her contributions to the Polish environmental movement. She was 
then promoted to director for Central and Eastern Europe, where she initiated 
grants to develop independent think tanks in economic, human rights and 
political reforms as well as the environment.

Wolniakowski started the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation’s regional 
office in Portland, Ore., in 2000. Of note is her work to create the Community 
Salmon Fund for Washington state, leveraging millions of federal dollars with 
private community donations to bring almost extinct wild salmon species back 
from the brink to their home streams. She also is a member of the National 
Fish Habitat Partnership board, which oversees the restoration of marine and 
freshwater fish habitat across the U.S.

“My goal is to promote stewardship; protect intact, healthy habitat; and restore 
our nation’s waterways and wildlife for future generations to learn from and 
enjoy,” Wolniakowski said.

DR. BART WILSON graduated summa cum laude and with 
University Honors from UW-Eau Claire in 1992 with majors in 
economics and mathematics. He also holds a master’s degree 
and doctorate in economics from the University of Arizona. He 
currently is a professor of economics and law at Chapman 
University (Orange, Calif.) and holds the Donald P. Kennedy 
Endowed Chair of Economics and Law. He has joint 

appointments in the Argyros School of Business and Economics and the Fowler 
School of Law, with a specialty in experimental economics.	

Wilson’s current research focuses on the emergence of markets and property 
right systems in laboratory economies. His other research programs compare 
human and nonhuman primate decision-making and apply the experimental 
method to topics in gasoline markets, e-commerce, electric power deregulation 
and antitrust. Wilson is part of a team, led by Nobel laureate Vernon Smith, that 
founded the Economic Science Institute at Chapman in 2008.

Wilson’s research has been supported by the National Science Foundation, the 
Federal Trade Commission and the International Foundation for Research in 

Experimental Economics. He has published papers in numerous professional 
journals, including the American Economic Review, Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences and Proceedings of the Royal Society B. Wilson and three 
collaborators were awarded the 2012 Oliver E. Williamson Prize for best article 
in the Journal of Law, Economics and Organization for their article titled “The 
Ecological and Civil Mainsprings of Property: An Experimental Economic 
History of the Whalers’ Rules of Capture.”

Wilson extensively uses experimental economics in teaching undergraduate and 
graduate classes and has for the past eight years taught an intensive six-week 
program to introduce high school students and undergraduates to research in 
experimental economics.

Prior to joining the faculty at Chapman University, Wilson taught at George 
Mason University in the department of economics, with affiliations in 
the schools of law and management. He also was a research scientist at the 
Economic Science Laboratory at the University of Arizona. Before that, he spent 
a year in Washington, D.C., as an economist in the Division of Economic Policy 
Analysis and the Antitrust Division of the Federal Trade Commission.
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