
Dear Blugold graduates,

Congratulations! Today we celebrate an achievement for which you’ve worked 
long and hard: You’ve earned your UW-Eau Claire degree!

Not a day goes by that I am not amazed by your many talents and successes 
both in and outside the classroom. I have had the pleasure of meeting many of 
you, and in our conversations I have been inspired by your goals for the future — 
goals for success in your chosen careers and aspirations to make a difference in 
the communities you will call home in the years to come.

You can look to the future knowing there is real value in your UW-Eau Claire 
degree. In its 2018 “Best Colleges for Your Money” list, MONEY ranks UW-
Eau Claire asone of the top two public regional universities in Wisconsin and 
Minnesota for educational quality, affordability and alumni success. Furthermore, 
according to the 2019 Educate to Career College Rankings Index, UW-Eau 
Claire ranks among the top 12 percent in the nation for added value in terms of 
graduate employability and earnings, and we are one of only two UW System 
public regionals on the Forbes America’s Best Value Colleges list.

Also know that as you leave this great university, you join the ranks of our 
more than 90,000 Blugold alumni making a difference the world over through 
their contributions in their workplaces and communities. Just look at the 
shining examples provided by our alumni award recipients being honored 
here today. The world will be a better place because of your skills and wisdom, 
entrepreneurship and integrity of spirit, strong work ethic and inspiring creativity 
— all hallmarks of your UW-Eau Claire degree.

As we say in our mission statement (proudly printed on this page), UW-Eau Claire 
provides a “transformative liberal education.” I challenge you to audaciously 
pursue your goals, knowing that your UW-Eau Claire degree has prepared you for 
all you aspire to achieve. And most of all, I wish you joy on your journey.

With all best wishes for a bright Blugold future,

James C. Schmidt | Chancellor 
University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire

Mission Statement of the University
We foster in one another creativity, critical insight, empathy and 

intellectual courage, the hallmarks of a transformative liberal education 

and the foundation for active citizenship and lifelong inquiry.



Commencement Program 

December 21, 2019 James C. Schmidt, Chancellor, Presiding

9 a.m. College of Arts and Sciences 
College of Nursing and Health Sciences

2 p.m.  College of Business 
College of Education and Human Sciences

Prelude by UW-Eau Claire 
Faculty Brass Quintet

Mike Alexander, horn
Robert Baca, trumpet
Jacob Grewe, tuba
Matthew Mealey, trumpet
Phil Ostrander, trombone

Greetings Evan Weiher, Commencement Marshal, Chair, University Senate

Processional Pomp and Circumstance, No. 1 (Land of Hope and Glory) by Sir Edward Elgar

Please rise and remain standing through the National Anthem.

National Anthem The Star-Spangled Banner by John Stafford Smith 
Led by Eliza Morris, Bachelor of Music, Applied Voice Choral (morning)
Led by Cally O’Leary, Bachelor of Music Education, Choral (afternoon)

Welcome and Introductions Patricia A. Kleine, Provost and Vice Chancellor

Introducing Members 
of the Platform Party

James C. Schmidt, Chancellor
Warren Anderson, Vice Chancellor for Equity, Diversity and Inclusion & Student Affairs
Albert Colom, Vice Chancellor for Enrollment Management 
John Haven, Vice Chancellor for Administration and Finance
Michael Carney, Associate Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs 
Darrell Newton, Associate Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs and Dean of Graduate Studies
Brewer Doran, Dean, College of Business 
Rodd Freitag, Dean, College of Arts and Sciences
Carmen Manning, Dean, College of Education and Human Sciences
Linda Young, Dean, College of Nursing and Health Sciences
Debra Jansen, Associate Dean, College of Nursing and Health Sciences (morning)
Margaret Cassidy, Associate Dean, College of Arts and Sciences (morning 
Jill Prushiek, Associate Dean, College of Education and Human Sciences (afternoon)
Jean Pratt, Associate Dean, College of Business (afternoon)
Evan Weiher, Commencement Marshal, Chair, University Senate

Congratulatory Remarks James C. Schmidt, Chancellor

Introduction of Alumni 
Award Recipients

Patricia A. Kleine, Provost and Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs

See pages 19-22 for background on the award recipients.

Charge to the Class Beatris Mendez Gandica, Security Tooling Program Manager, Microsoft Corporation

Presentation of 
Master’s Candidates 

Patricia A. Kleine, Provost and Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs

Conferral of  
Master’s Degrees

James C. Schmidt, Chancellor

Presentation of 
Baccalaureate Candidates

Patricia A. Kleine, Provost and Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs

Conferral of  
Baccalaureate Degrees

James C. Schmidt, Chancellor

Blugold Reflections Seth Reinhard, Bachelor of Arts, Political Science (morning) - “Always Say Thank You”
Hannah Metry, Bachelor of Arts, English, Teaching (afternoon) - “The Next Big Something”

University Alma Mater Led by Carlos Rojo, Bachelor of Art, Music (morning)
Led by Nicole Bergquist, Bachelor of Music Education, Choral (afternoon)

Please rise and join in singing. Words and music are printed at end of program.

Recessional Pomp and Circumstance, No. 1 (Land of Hope and Glory) by Sir Edward Elgar
Triumphal March from “Aida” by Giuseppe Verdi

You are welcome to move from your seat as soon as the platform party,  
faculty and graduates have exited the arena.

Photographs A professional photograph will be taken of all graduates as they receive  
their diplomas. In order to reset the arena for the next event, there will  
be no photo opportunities in Zorn Arena following the ceremony.

Reception The chancellor, faculty and members of the graduating class cordially  
invite all guests to a reception immediately following the ceremony in  
the Marketplace on the first floor of the W.R. Davies Student Center. 

Congratulate your graduate: #UWECGrad
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Ryan Matthew Baemmert ** Kiel
University Honors
B.S., Computer Science

Mazlam Baftiri ** Beloit
B.S., Computer Science

Kaitlyn Jean Baker  Menomonie
B.A., Integrated Strategic Communication

Lewis Balom  Chicago, IL
B.A., Integrated Strategic Communication

Jenna Rae Balsiger ** Portage
B.A., Political Science

Alleah Irene Baltzer  Rogers, MN
B.S., Neuroscience

Natalie Morgan Barry *** Manitowoc
University Honors
B.S., Chemistry

Nathan Thomas Barta * Madison   
BS, Biology and Chemistry

Olivia Kathryn Bautch  Eau Claire
B.S., Biology

Manvel Beaver  Dresser
B.S., Mathematics

Sara Lynn Beekman  Suamico
B.S., Integrated Strategic Communication

Cheyenne Marie Behling  West Allis
B.A., Psychology

Logan Jaymes Bergevin ** Ramsey, MN
B.S., Geography

Jacob Alexander Bernhardt  Platteville
B.S., Biology

Hannah Rose Bettack *** Kiel
B.S., Mathematics

Claire Elizabeth Bicknell ** Baraboo
B.S., Integrated Strategic Communication

Samson P. Blesi  
B.S.E.P.H., Environmental Public Health

Olivia Carmen Bloch ** Shiocton
B.S., Communication

Jordyn Beth Bowker  Rice Lake
B.A., Psychology

Shane Ray Brandl * Auburndale
B.S., Computer Science

Jacob Michael Brant  Pulaski
B.A., Criminal Justice

Rachael Marie Brinker  Holdingford, MN
B.A., Criminal Justice

Lauren Brooks * Elko New Market, MN
B.A., Political Science and Spanish

Bridget Ann Brownell ** Eau Claire
B.S., Criminal Justice

Isaac Douglas Burchby ** Appleton
B.S., Mathematics

Nicholas Andrew Bures  Deerbrook
B.S., Political Science

Weston Charles Busch ** Eau Claire
B.S., Computer Science

Evren Alan Can * Brooklyn Park, MN
B.S., Computer Science

Killean Liquori Carter * Wisconsin Rapids
B.S., Psychology

Elise Catherine Chapin ** Eau Claire
University Honors
B.S., Economics and Spanish

Sarah Jean Chojnacki  Plainfield
B.A., Women’s Studies

Katie Rose Christian ** Fond du Lac
B.A., Communication

Lily Li Nee Chua *** Malaysia
B.S., Mathematics and Computer Science

Zi Shin Chua *** Malaysia
B.S., Computer Science

Alyssa Kay Clayton  Oconomowoc
B.S., Psychology

Adara Carol Coker *** Rochester, MN
B.S., Biology

Andrew Douglas Collins  Oakdale, MN
B.S., Computer Science

Nathan Samuel Cooksey  Hudson
B.A., Integrated Strategic Communication

Kyra Lynn Coppinger ** Waukesha
University Honors
B.S., Biology

Ryan M Cushman  Eau Claire
B.A., History

Vincent Robert D’agostini  
B.A., Criminal Justice

Jacob Sawyer Dawson *** Eau Claire
B.S., Computer Science

Logan William Dawson ** Eau Claire
B.S., Biochemistry / Molecular Biology

Elijah Paul Delp  Northfield, MN
B.S., Computer Science

Shania Jane Deutz * Marshall, MN
B.A., Communication

Holly Margaret DiNovo  Hayward
B.A., English

Lauren Elena Diol  Hubertus
B.S., Computer Science

Iris Mackenzie Dishno * Rio
B.A., Integrated Strategic Communication

Timothy Daniel Doornek  Mukwonago
B.S., Computer Science

Hailey M Dowiasch  Coon Valley
B.A., Psychology

Lindsey Grace Drachenberg *** Arena
B.S., Psychology

Elliot Francis Draxler ** Eau Claire
B.S., Geology

Emma Tao Dreist ** Waterford
B.S., Computer Science

Makena June Easker *** Mondovi
University Honors
B.S., Psychology

Jasmine Roshae Edge ** Grand Meadow, MN
B.A., Psychology

Cole Thomas Edgell  Vadnais Heights, MN
B.A., Integrated Strategic Communication

Marie Ehlers  Rudolph
B.A., Communication

Spencer Robert Erdman  Pleasant Prairie
B.A., Political Science

Ana Marie Bravo Erickson * Roberts
B.A., Psychology

Sarah Margaret Ericson ** Maple Grove, MN
University Honors
B.S., Computer Science

Emma Lynn Fischer ** Lakeland, MN
B.S., Materials Science

Kennedy Elizabeth Fitzgerald  Wabasha, MN
B.L.S., Liberal Studies

Jenifer Elizabeth Fitzsimmons * La Crosse
B.S., Criminal Justice

Isaac Alan Flath  Kronenwetter
B.S., Integrated Strategic Communication

Brett David Flugstad  Bloomington, MN
B.S., Integrated Strategic Communication

Issa James Fofana  Hudson
B.S., Psychology

Sheila Rose Foley * Oakdale, MN
B.S., Computer Science

Nolan Forehand ** Algoma
B.S., Computer Science

Payton Sherald Foy  Andover, MN
B.S., Mathematics

Kyle L France * Eau Claire
B.S., Computer Science

Aaron Matthew Fredricks  Janesville
B.S., Biology

Alexander James Freuler  Brown Deer
B.A., Criminal Justice

Ashlea Marie Gebhard  Woodman
B.A., Psychology

Deidra Mae Gibson * Eau Claire
B.A., French

Trevor Samuel Griffin  Naperville, IL
B.S., Art

Evan Michael Gunseor * Wausau
B.S., English

Josiah Eugene Gutzmer ** Pine Island, MN
B.S., Computer Science

Katlin Marie Hahn ** Marion
University Honors
B.A., Psychology

James Albert Halverson  Cedar Rapids, IA
B.A., Political Science

Haileigh Anne Hanson  Barron
B.L.S., Liberal Studies

Paige Taylor Hanson  Rosemount, MN
B.A., Geography

Monica Donnellan Hart  Eau Claire
B.A., Communication

Natalie Marie Haus  Cold Spring, MN
B.S., Psychology

Keelie Lipton Heck  Green Bay
B.S., Biology

Derrick Lee Henrichs * Oregon
B.S., Mathematics

Karen Chao Her * Wausau
B.A., Communication

Jennifer Marie Herman  Middleton
B.S., Biology

John Anthony Hofstede IV  Rockford, MN
B.A., Political Science

Joshua David Hogan * Farmington, MN
B.A., Political Science and History

Nicole Mary Holewinski  Eau Claire
B.A., Psychology

Nathan Walter Hopp  Green Bay
B.A., English

Nicholas Karl Hoven  Winona, MN
B.A., Communication

Jiachen Hu  China
B.S., Biology

JingWen Huang  China
B.A., English

College of Arts and Sciences

  SPECIALIST DEGREES  
Matthew Emmett Mitchell Chippewa Falls
Ed.S., School Psychology

M.S.E., 2013, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
B.A., 2011, Macalester College
Program Advisor: Dr. Mary Beth Tusing
Thesis: Academic Screening in Middle School: 
How well do AIMSweb Measures of Oral Reading 
Fluency and NWEA Measures of Academic Progress 
Predict Future Performance on State Exams
Thesis Advisor: Dr. Mary Beth Tusing

  MASTER’S DEGREES  
Kyle Stone Appel Appleton
M.S.E., School Psychology

B.A., 2017, Luther College
Advisor: Dr. Mary Beth Tusing

Ashlyn Kay-Marie Blaschke Fennimore
M.S.E., School Psychology

B.S., 2018, University of Wisconsin-La Crosse
Advisor: Dr. Mary Beth Tusing

Lauren Rose Czarapata Saint Germain
M.S.E., School Psychology

B.S., 2018, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
Advisor: Dr. Mary Beth Tusing

Jonathan L. Davis Bothell, WA
M.S., Data Science

B.S., 1997, Illinois State University
Advisor:  Dr. Alex Smith

Calvin James Friedenfels Junction City
M.S., Data Science

B.B.A., 2008, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
Advisor: Dr. Alex Smith

Salil Gupta Beachwood, OH
M.S., Data Science

B.S., 2017, University of Wisconsin-Green Bay
Advisor: Dr. Alex Smith

Adam Charles Hendel Lake Elmo, MN
M.S., Data Science

B.S., 2017, University of Wisconsin-River Falls
B.A., 2008, Augsburg College
Advisor: Dr. Alex Smith

Allen James Kannal Brooklyn
M.A., English-Writing

B.A., 2016, University of Wisconsin-Whitewater
Advisor: Ms. Allyson Loomis
Thesis: The Baron of Bounty’s End
Thesis Advisor:  Ms. Molly Patterson

Allison Rose Kocik Hudson
M.S.E., School Psychology

B.S., 2014, University of Wisconsin-La Crosse
Advisor: Dr. Mary Beth Tusing

Matthew Dwan Noehring Lakeville, MN
M.S.E., School Psychology

B.S., 2017, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
Advisor: Dr. Mary Beth Tusing

Tianna Jeanette Olsen Cumberland
M.S.E., School Psychology

B.S., 2018, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
Advisor: Dr. Mary Beth Tusing

Joseph L. Saitta Centreville, VA
M.S., Data Science

M.S., 2005, George Mason University
B.S., 2001, George Mason University
Advisor: Dr. Alex Smith

Courtney Ann Stearns Eau Claire
M.S.E., School Psychology

B.S., 2018, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
Advisor: Dr. Mary Beth Tusing

Adrianne Ellen Taylor Delano, MN
M.S.E., School Psychology

B.A., 2018, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
Advisor: Dr. Mary Beth Tusing

Marissa Joline Warren Watkins, MN
M.S.E., School Psychology

B.S., 2017, University of Wisconsin-Green Bay
Advisor: Dr. Mary Beth Tusing

Jonathan D. Wood Waukesha
M.S., Data Science

B.S., 2013, Moody Bible Institute
Advisor: Dr. Alex Smith

Antonio Aloysius Raymundo Yamzon Philippines
M.S., Data Science

B.S., 2015, De La Salle University
Advisor: Dr. Alex Smith

  BACCALAUREATE DEGREES  
Amy Lynn Aakhus ** Maple Grove, MN
University Honors
B.S., Biochemistry / Molecular Biology

Anna Elizabeth Accola * Mondovi
B.A., English

Joseph Coleman Albert  Crystal, MN
B.A., Criminal Justice

Brianna Marie Anderson * Wisconsin Rapids
B.A., Psychology

Chase Dale Anderson * Eau Claire
B.A., Sociology and Communication

Eric Wayne Anderson  Burlington
B.S., Mathematics

Evan Joseph Andor  
B.S., Women’s Studies

Sophia Marie Annis  
B.A., Latin American Studies

Candidates for Degrees
Graduation with distinction is being conferred on those graduates who have an outstanding scholastic record. They are 
identified by gold cords and recognized in the program as follows: *cum laude (grade-point average of at least 3.2), **magna 
cum laude (GPA of at least 3.5) and ***summa cum laude (GPA of at least 3.8). Graduates receiving departmental honors are 
identified by the symbol †. The recognition of graduates receiving University Honors is noted under the student’s name. 
Graduates receiving University Honors are identified by a gold ribbon and medal. Baccalaureate candidates who are members 
of scholastic honor societies are identified by silver cords. See Page 16 for the key listing UW-Eau Claire’s degree interpretations.
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Laura E Hubley * Appleton
B.L.S., Liberal Studies

Alexander James Huddock  Webster, MN
B.S., Geography

Bailee Kay Hyde ** Medina, MN
B.S., Biology

Lydia May Bear Ishmael * Spring Green
B.A., Art

Tess Petra Isola  La Crosse
B.A., Sociology

Kirsten Leigh Jacobson ** Chanhassen, MN
B.A., Spanish

Julia Marlys Jehn *** Mondovi
B.S., Biology

Ahren Jensch * Woodruff
B.S., Physics

Kennedy Shannon Johannsen  Eau Claire
B.S., Mathematics

Callie Christine Johnshoy  Cambridge, MN
B.A., Communication

Kalle Kristiana Johnson  Burlington
B.S., Biology

William Henry Johnson ** Waunakee
University Honors
B.S., Computer Science

Erica Lynn Jones *** Beloit
University Honors
B.A., Journalism

Lynsie Grace Jones ** Altoona
B.S., Psychology

Connor Jonathan Justice  Rhinelander
B.S., Geology

Alexis Joyce Kabasa  Ashland
B.A., Criminal Justice

Josephine Christine Kajer  Eau Claire
B.S., Chemistry and Spanish

Marcus Christian Kamrath *** Eau Claire
B.S., Mathematics

McKenzie Lynn Katzmark  Saint Croix Falls
B.A., Criminal Justice

Eleanor Eve Kernkamp *** Eau Claire
B.A., English

Brennan Zachary Kessler  Glenwood City
B.S., Biology

Jacob Robert Keuler  Sun Prairie
B.A., Psychology

Jared James Kiander ** Tomahawk
B.S.E.P.H., Environmental Public Health

Jessica Hannah King ** Stoddard
University Honors
B.S., Biology

Maryssa Lynne Kinney  Eau Galle
B.S., Psychology

Cameron David Kissinger * Wausau
B.S., Biology

Paul David Kittleson  Saint Paul, MN
B.S., Computer Science

Sierra Ashley Kleist ** Portage
University Honors
B.S., Biology

Callie Jean Koleske ** Bloomington, MN
B.S., Communication

Zachary John Kosel ** Cambridge, MN
University Honors
B.S., Geography

Natasha Louise Krizan ** Arden Hills, MN
B.S., Sociology

Elaine Marie Kruswicki * Whitehall
B.A., Psychology

Taydem Elizabeth Kryszyn  Homewood, IL
B.A., English

Annika Lindberg Kueng  Champlin, MN
B.S., Biology

Alexandra Ceretto Kurutz  Waukesha
B.S.E.P.H., Environmental Public Health

Lindsay Reimann Kuss  Chaska, MN
B.S., Psychology

Brendan Gerald Kwick * Eau Claire
B.S., Physics

Jeremy Tyler Lamb * Chippewa Falls
B.S., Art

Lia Evelyn Landowski * Eau Claire
B.S., Biology

Lauren Nicole Lannigan  Aniwa
B.A., Psychology

Nevada Kay Lapointe *** Elk Mound
B.S., Mathematics

Shawn Kennen Larson  Hillsdale
B.A.A.S.

Chai Lee  La Crosse
B.A., Criminal Justice

Taylor Lynn Limberg  Owatonna, MN
B.S., Geography

Dana Marie Lind * 
B.S., Biology

Bjorn George Lindstedt  Eau Claire
B.S., Biology

Kola CH Loh **† Malaysia
B.S., Mathematics

Sarah Grace Mackowski * Shorewood
B.S., Biology

Matthew James Mangin  Brillion
B.S., Geography

Elizabeth Kay Mansour  Neillsville
B.A., Criminal Justice

Maxwell Thomas Manz ** Grafton
B.A., Criminal Justice and Psychology

Kari Rose Martinka ** Lindstrom, MN
B.A., Criminal Justice

Jenna Leigh Matthias  Waukesha
B.A., Communication and Theatre Arts

Patrick Michael McCaughin  Satellite Beach, FL
B.S., Physics

Caitlin Maureen McGarvey  Schofield
B.A., English

Thu Ánh Nguyệt Simone McKenzie *** Madison
University Honors
B.S., Biology

Ellie Marissa Meisinger  Rosemount, MN
B.A., English and Spanish

Joshua Stewart Merrell  Chippewa Falls
B.S., Chemistry with Business Emphasis

Bryce Richard Mohr *** Sparta
University Honors
B.A., Communication

Kirsten Rose Morgan ** Eau Claire
B.S., Mathematics and Spanish

Mark Morgan  Wausau
B.A., Economics

Eliza Emmaline Morris ** Ripon
B.M., Music

Molly Patricia Morsching  Maplewood, MN
B.A., Psychology

La Moua  Centerville, MN
B.A., Psychology

Zoua Moua  Eau Claire
B.A., Psychology

Amber Alexis Mutka  Tomah
B.S., Biology and Spanish

Gavin Thomas Nardi *** Oak Creek
University Honors
B.S., Biology

Madison Debrajean Narges  Pulaski
B.L.S., Liberal Studies

Dakotah Amanda Naser-Stellar  Chippewa Falls
B.A., History

Jack William Nelson  Chippewa Falls
B.S., Computer Science

Mackenzie Mia Nelson ** Cadott
B.S., Psychology

Amanda Elizabeth Neumann ** Loretto, MN
B.A., Communication

Dakota Bay Neve  Portage
B.S., Psychology

Morgan Elizabeth Offerdahl  Minneapolis, MN
B.A., Psychology

Kayla Marie Olsen ** Elk River, MN
B.A., English

Erika Margret Olson  Waterville, MN
B.S., Biology

Emily Linnea Onken ** New Brighton, MN
B.S., Biology

Kelly Ann Opie * Hartland
B.S., Biology

Mikayla Mae Otto  Eau Claire
B.S., Biology

Alyssa Catherine Pake ** Bloomer
B.A., Communication

Sarveshwar K. Patel  Bloomer
B.S., Computer Science

Elizabeth Mae Paul *** Wausau
B.A., Integrated Strategic Communication

Logan Michael Pauly * Wind Lake
B.S., Mathematics

Cole Arthur Perkins  Berkeley, CA
B.S., Geography

Alana Marie Petz *** Arcadia
B.A., Criminal Justice

Adam Cecil Phillips  Lodi
B.A., Criminal Justice

Grace Irene Pierstorff  Middleton
B.S., Biology

Connor Thomas Pietrzak  Sherwood
B.M., Music

Zachary Frank Pothen * Forest Lake, MN
B.S., Computer Science

Riley Clarke Pretat * Mequon
B.A., Geography

Kaitlyn Noel Primeau * Oakfield
B.A., Political Science

John David Purdy  Wauwatosa
B.A., History

Melany Elizabeth Puser *** Neenah
University Honors
B.S., Chemistry

Xing Qian  China
B.S., Computer Science

Luke Pasquale Quaranta * Eau Claire
B.S., Computer Science

Morgan Yasmin Quinn * Monroe
B.S., Biology

Caitlin Grace Rademacher * Oakdale, MN
B.A., Psychology

Austin Joseph Ramcheck  Neenah
B.S., Geospatial Analysis and Technology

Phillip Christopher Randles Jr ** Holmen
B.A., American Indian Studies

Wendy Ann Rannenberg  Superior
B.P.S., Organizational Leadership and Communication

Brooke Elise Rastenis ** Crystal Lake, IL
B.A., English

Gabrielle Ann Rave  Black River Falls
B.A., Women’s

Madison Grace Redding * Madison
B.A., Spanish and Latin American Studies

Emma Louise Reed ** Fort Atkinson
B.F.A., Art

Gretchen Brandt Reese  Minneapolis, MN
B.A., Integrated Strategic Communication

Eric Raymond Reetz *** Fall Creek
University Honors
B.S., Biology

Savannah Jo Reeves  Wisconsin Rapids
B.A., Art

Weston Dale Reffke  Kaukauna
B.S., Chemistry with Business Emphasis

Nicholas Ross Reid *** Chippewa Falls
B.S., Materials Science and Physics

Seth Jared Reinhard ** Manitowoc
B.A., Political Science

Reva Ann Rekowski * Plover
B.A., Psychology

Allan Kenneth Richardson  Osseo
B.A., History

Brittany Caitlyn Rickey  Eau Claire
B.S., Geography

Thomas Donald Rocque  Chippewa Falls
B.A., Political Science

Jenna Lynn Rodriguez  Woodbury, MN
B.A., Psychology

Olivia Renee Roehl * Little Chute
B.S., Psychology

Elysia Roemer  Circle Pines, MN
B.A., Psychology

Abigail Kristine Roeser * Cottage Grove, MN
B.S., Criminal Justice

Carlos Esteban Rojo  Saint Francis
B.A., Music

Mikayla Marie Rolling * Waseca, MN
B.A., Music

Caroline Lauren Saksefski  New Berlin
B.A., History and Geography

Matthew John Sam ** Arkansaw
B.S., History

Heather Christine Sawchuk * Roseville, MN
B.L.S., Liberal Studies

Alexander Lawrence Schauer  Eleva
B.S., Physics

Claire Louise Schecklman * Marshfield
B.S., Psychology

Kevin Thomas Scherer ***† Muskego
B.S., Actuarial Science

Abigail Jean Schmidt * Hudson
B.A., Psychology

Colten Kenneth Schmidt *** Rice Lake
B.A., Psychology

Samuel Grant Schneider  Houston, MN
B.S., Geospatial Analysis and Technology

Jacob James Schuelke ** Rosemount, MN
B.S., Psychology

Alicia Lynn Schwahn * 
B.S., Sociology

Abigail Nichole Schwichtenberg *** Eau Claire
B.S., Physics

Raja Raman Selvarajan  Malaysia
B.S., Biology

Lucas Lee Semb  Sussex
B.A., Journalism

Louis Charles Settie Jr.  Barron
B.S., Biology

Jennifer R Shearer * Sheldon
B.P.S., Organizational Leadership and Communication

Zhichao Shi  China
B.S., Computer Science

Lauren Marie Siegesmund *** Germantown
University Honors
B.A., Criminal Justice and Psychology

Krystal Rose Smith  Green Bay
B.A., Psychology

Matthew James Smith  Roseville, MN
B.S., Mathematics

Michaela Elizabeth Smith  Hobart
B.A., Psychology

John Andrew Snyder * Shoreview, MN
B.S., Computer Science

Edward James Sobottka *** Knapp
B.A., Psychology

Madeline Lucille Soler * Lino Lakes, MN
B.S., Biology

Allison Marie Strasburg  Janesville
B.A., Art

Andrew Bradley Strauch ** Lakeville, MN
B.S., Computer Science

Laney Jean Sullivan  Sparta
B.A., Latin American Studies

Nevada Sweitzer * Chippewa Falls
B.A., Criminal Justice and Economics

Ryan David Swenson ** Jim Falls
B.S., Biology

Spencer Lee Tan * Altoona
B.S., Computer Science

Cody Steven Taylor ** Pewaukee
B.S., Criminal Justice

Jacey Linda Teal ** Tomahawk
B.A., Art

Jalen Jeffrey Thomas  Flossmoor, IL
B.L.S., Liberal Studies

Katelyn Alyson Tincher  Antigo
B.S.E.P.H., Environmental Public Health

Jacob Milligan Toffler  Minneapolis, MN
B.A., Communication

Holly Marie Turnbull ** Hayward
B.A., Psychology

Bayli Ellen Vacho ** Colfax
B.S., Biology

Jana Elaine Valdez  Tomah
B.S., Psychology

Hope Vandenhouten * Mishicot
B.A., Integrated Strategic Communication

Chee Iab Vang  Stevens Point
B.S., Chemistry

Nancy Nou Vang  Eau Claire
B.L.S., Liberal Studies

Pa Vang  
B.S., Biology

Michael James Wagner * 
B.S.E.P.H., Environmental Public Health

Ashley Nichole Walker * Greenwood
B.S., Psychology

Sunita Blaire Walker  Edina, MN
B.A., Psychology

Whitney Leigh Walker  Edina, MN
B.S., Geography

Lauren Jayne Wallo * Eau Claire
B.A., Art

Tyler William Wanek  Blue River
B.A., English

Brandon Andrew Welbes *** Athens
B.S., Computer Science

Andrea Jordan Wendt * Muskego
B.A., Psychology

Michael Joseph Wenzel  Mount Horeb
B.S., Chemistry

Nolan Robert White  Ringle
B.S., Biology

Reed Carter White * Madison
B.A., Political Science and English

Mackenzie Kylie Whitmer  Burlington, IL
B.S., Chemistry

Courtney Marie Wiemer  Chippewa Falls
B.A., Criminal Justice

Nathaniel Brian Wiley  New Holstein
B.A., Criminal Justice

Ryan Jamison Willgohs  Cloquet, MN
B.S., Geology

Murphi Theresa Williams **† Monticello, MN
B.S., Biochemistry / Molecular Biology

Ashley Rose Wiswell * Watertown, MN
B.A., Communication and German

Kassidy Bernadien Wolfe  Stevens Point
B.A., Communication

Ryanne Katherine Wolfe * Weston
B.A., Criminal Justice and Spanish

Foong Min Wong ***† Malaysia
B.S., Computer Science and Mathematics and 
Economics

Mai Nhia Xiong  
B.A., English

Mai Xeng Xiong  Eau Claire
B.S., Chemistry

Charouny Yang  Wausau
B.S., Sociology

Duacha Yang  Saint Paul, MN
B.S., Biology

Maikashia Yang  
B.S., Biology

Pa Xao Mee Yang * Eau Claire
B.F.A., Art

Seongwook Yang *** Korea, Republic of
B.S., Mathematics

Tess Olson Zabel  Eau Claire
B.A., English
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College of Nursing and Health Sciences

  DOCTORAL DEGREES  
Florence Shuri Fon Hugo, MN
D.N.P., Nursing

M.S.N., 2015, Walden University
B.S.N., 2011, Grand View University
Advisor: Dr. Debra Jansen
DNP Project: A Quality Improvement Project to Educate 
Providers and Clinical Staff at a Neighborhood Community 
Clinic on Customizing Care Plans for New Adult Immigrants

Alicia Nicole Grimm Arpin
D.N.P., Nursing (Adult Gerontologic Primary Care Nurse 
Practitioner)

B.S.N., 2011, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
B.S., 2008, University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point
Advisor: Dr. Robin Beeman
DNP Project: Flash Continuous Glucose Monitoring: 
Primary Care Provider Education and Protocol for Referral

  BACCALAUREATE DEGREES  
Brittany Robin Marie Amborn  Menomonie
B.S.N., Nursing

Shanyn Nichole Ambrozaitis ** Rice Lake
B.S.N., Nursing

Caroline Rose Anglin *** Rochester, MN
B.S.N., Nursing

Katie Ruth Barber ** Hudson
B.S.N., Nursing

Maria Jean Becker ** Monticello, MN
B.S.N., Nursing and Spanish

Hattie Bell Berry ** Almond
B.S.N., Nursing

Savannah Rose Berthiaume * Superior
B.S.N., Nursing

Emily Ann Billingsley *** Menomonie
University Honors
B.S.N., Nursing and Spanish

Rebecca Katharine Broschard ** Eden Prairie, MN
B.S.N., Nursing

Adam Lewis Buchholtz ** Spring Valley, MN
B.S.N., Nursing

Alexa Beth Collins * Spooner
B.S.N., Nursing

Chelsey Renee Craig ** Phillips
B.S.N., Nursing

Kaitlin Marie Croes ** Somerset
B.S.N., Nursing

Dannielle Margaret Dachel * Colfax
B.S.N., Nursing

Ryleigh Diane Dahlke * Edgar
B.S.N., Nursing

Whitney Lee Demoe ** Colfax
B.S.N., Nursing

Kellee Dixon ** Hudson
B.S.N., Nursing

Emily Claire Dorn ** Saint Cloud, MN
B.S.N., Nursing

Andrea Nicole Dornbusch * Eau Claire
B.S.N., Nursing

Nathaniel John Egeberg ** New Hope, MN
B.S.N., Nursing

Amanda Jean Erickson * Black River Falls
B.S.N., Nursing

Tammy Jean Felix * Edgar
B.S.N., Nursing

Brett William Fullerton ** Barron
B.S.N., Nursing

Mariah Lynn Gitter * Greenville
B.S.N., Nursing

Jade Jo Hackbarth ** Wausau
B.S.N., Nursing

Jensen Nicole Hagen ** Emerald
B.S.N., Nursing

Elizabeth Anne Handrick *** Marathon
B.S.N., Nursing

Sunshine Baoby Her ** Woodbury, MN
B.S.N., Nursing

Anna Marie Herkert ** Marshfield
B.S.N., Nursing

Kaleb Andrew Herman * Spencer
B.S.N., Nursing

Stacie Lee Jacobs * Wisconsin Rapids
B.S.N., Nursing

John Michael Jacobson *** Holmen
B.S.N., Nursing

Megan Rose Kearney ** Lodi
B.S.N., Nursing

Alicia Marie Kurschner * Eau Claire
B.S.N., Nursing

Anthony Joseph LaTour ** Shakopee, MN
B.S.N., Nursing

Emily Jane Leonard ** New Brighton, MN
B.S.N., Nursing

Samuel Oliver Livingston *** Two Rivers
B.S.N., Nursing

Brooke Kristine Luoma * Grand Rapids, MN
B.S.N., Nursing

Caitlin Lunder Maser ** Lino Lakes, MN
B.S.N., Nursing

Maddison Lee McCormick ** Green Bay
B.S.N., Nursing

Molly Frances Merlin ** Cambridge
B.S.N., Nursing

Katelyn Michelle Meyers ** Knapp
B.S.N., Nursing

Sarah Ann Miller ** Green Bay
B.S.N., Nursing

Sydney Jean Miller *** Granton
B.S.N., Nursing

Alexa Rose Niebuhr ** West Salem
B.S.N., Nursing

Bailey Kathryn Nilssen * Sparta
B.S.N., Nursing

Megan Lynnea Pearson *** Oregon
B.S.N., Nursing

Tiffany Morgan Peterson ** Rib Lake
B.S.N., Nursing

Jenna Marie Pyka  Arcadia
B.S.N., Nursing

Gabriella Sheri Rodriguez ** Lakeville, MN
B.S.N., Nursing

Jacob Roth ** Rochester, MN
B.S.N., Nursing

Sara Anne Rykal ** Eau Claire
B.S.N., Nursing

Jordan Marie Sather * River Falls
B.S.N., Nursing

Lindsay Allison Schafer *** Waukesha
University Honors
B.S.N., Nursing

Caitlin Marie Schartau ** Oronoco, MN
B.S.N., Nursing

Alyssa Lynn Schimelfenyg ** Waterford
B.S.N., Nursing

Jennifer Rachel Schubkegel ** Waterloo
B.S.N., Nursing

Olivia Virginia Spiegel *** Chippewa Falls
B.S.N., Nursing

Tayva Marie Strom *** Houlton
B.S.N., Nursing

Pahli Thao ** Wisconsin Rapids
B.S.N., Nursing

Rebecca Rose Thomas *** Roberts
University Honors
B.S.N., Nursing and German

Kara Nicole Trainor * Menomonie
B.S.N., Nursing

Alexa Elizabeth Tremble ** Muskego
B.S.N., Nursing

Lydia Cora Wargula ** Ripon
B.S.N., Nursing

Samantha Jo Weinfurter ** Rudolph
B.S.N., Nursing

Claire Campbell Wenzel ** Woodbury, MN
B.S.N., Nursing

Rebecca Marie Wickler ** Oconomowoc
University Honors
B.S.N., Nursing

Emma Christine Wilcox ** Lindstrom, MN
B.S.N., Nursing

Rachel Erin Wilhelm ** 
B.S.N., Nursing

Ainsley Marie Williams * Rochester, MN
B.S.N., Nursing

Caroline Suzanne Witchell *** Hudson
B.S.N., Nursing
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College of Business

  MASTER’S DEGREES  
Zeeshan Mohammad Alam Somerset, NJ
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

M.S., 2011, Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey
B.S., 2006, Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Lauren Marie Bachmann Germantown
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

B.A., 2013, University of Wisconsin-Platteville
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

William Keller Barrett Louisville, KY
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

B.S., 2015, University of Kentucky
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Matthew James Bobzien Detroit, MI
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

B.S., 2008, Kettering University 
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Lindsey Gene Brown Locust Grove, VA
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

B.B.A., 2011, Old Dominion University
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer 

Michael Gerald Burger Cedarburg
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

B.S., 2013, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer 

Jordan Christensen Mesa, AZ
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

J.D., 2011, The Ohio State University
B.S., 2007, Northern Illinois University
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer 

Drake Andrew Cushman Ames, IA
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

B.S., 2015, University of Wisconsin-Madison
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer 

Julie Kay Dedrickson Eau Claire
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

B.A., 1987, University of Wisconsin-La Crosse
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer 

Peter Nguyen Girten Escondido, CA
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

B.S., 2005, University of California, San Diego
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer 

Ashley Morgan Head Findlay, OH
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

B.S., 2014, The Pennsylvania State University
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Megan Elizabeth Headean Bloomington, IL
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

B.S., 2012, University of Louisville
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer 

Benjamin Joseph Hunter Rockford, IL
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

B.S., 2003, Illinois Institute of Technology
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Brian Thomas Izdepski Fordland, MO
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

M.S., 2012, Michigan State University
B.S., 1995, University of Wisconsin-River Falls
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Johnathan Jacob Kapinus Madison
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

B.S., 2015, University of Wisconsin-Madison
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer 

Kathryn L. Kehoe Pittsburgh, PA
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

B.S., 2014, The Pennsylvania State University
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer 

John Aaron Kemper Fort Myers, FL
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

B.S., 2015, Florida Gulf Coast University
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Kevin Allen Kirk Cypress, TX
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

B.B.A., 2015, Texas Tech University
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Alex James Kissh Racine
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

B.S., 2010, University of Wisconsin-Madison
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Heath Wayne Krejci Chippewa Falls
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

B.S., 2013, University of Wisconsin-La Crosse
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Reid Joseph Kruszewski Ada, MI
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

B.S., 2006, Western Michigan University 
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Crystal Marie Lothe Stevens Point
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

M.S.N., 2014, University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh
B.S.N., 2007, University of Wisconsin-Green Bay
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Jennifer Lynn Schmitz O’Neill Omaha, NE
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

B.S., 2008, Bellevue University  
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Leslie Ann Olguin Salem, AL
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

B.A., 2013, Columbus State University
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Ajit Maruti Pharne Schaumburg, IL
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

M.S., 2006, University of Cincinnati
B.E., 2003, University of Pune
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Darren Robert Poe Aurora, IL
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

B.S.M.E., 2014, University of Missouri-St. Louis
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Jason Emanuel Price Atlanta, GA
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

B.B.A., 2016, University of Georgia
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Joseph Andrew Quam 
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

B.S., 2006, Winona State University
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Andrea Kinsel Reese Forest Hills, NY
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

B.S.E., 2006, Georgia Institute of Technology
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Connor Matthew Roche Darlington
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

B.S., 2015, United States Military Academy
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Jesse A. Rothschild Amherst, NY
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

B.S., 2009, University at Albany 
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Matthew James Schneider Cincinnati, OH
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

B.S., 1998, Miami University
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Luke Claude Setliff Hickory, NC
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

B.S., 2013, High Point University
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Kimberly Shiao Arlington, VA
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

B.S., 2016, Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer  

Shintaro Taniguchi Honolulu, HI
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

B.S., 2007, University of Michigan
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer  

Gregory Joseph Tarman Grand Junction, CO
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

M.D., 1992, Georgetown University
B.S., 1988, California Polytechnic State University
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer        

Keith Alan Teske Palm Harbor, FL
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

B.S., 2010, University of South Florida
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Lindsay Lee Thorson Neenah
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

B.S.W., 2011, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Farah Marie Towfic Dubuque, IA
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

Pharm.D., 2011, The University Of Iowa    
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Sue L. Wieman Onalaska
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

B.S., 2010, University of Wisconsin-La Crosse
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

Zachary Tyler Ziesemer Hortonville
University of Wisconsin Consortium Degree
M.B.A. Business Administration

B.B.A., 2012, University Wisconsin-Eau Claire
Program Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Erffmeyer

  BACCALAUREATE DEGREES  
Rachel Lynn Ackerman  Eau Claire
B.B.A., Accounting and Business Finance

Aderinola Tolulope Adegoke * Nigeria
B.B.A., Information Systems

Shannon Lea Amberson  Chanhassen, MN
B.B.A., Marketing

Kaylie Marie Asch  Andover, MN
B.B.A., Management

Michelle Jia Wei Beh *** Malaysia
B.B.A., Business Finance and Economics

Nicole Ann Berger  Durand
B.B.A., Business Finance

Samuel Charles Bleskachek  Chippewa Falls
B.B.A., Marketing

Greta Caprice Boehnen  Osseo
B.B.A., Marketing

Brenna Christine Bowman * East Bethel, MN
B.B.A., Marketing

Moriah Sullivan Branick  Eau Claire
B.B.A., Information Systems

Alexander James Bretzel * Sussex
B.B.A., Accounting and Information Systems

Charles Timothy Brookshaw  Prescott
B.B.A., Management

Emma Louise Brownell * Eau Claire
B.B.A., Information Systems

Maxwell Robert Brunk  Hainesville, IL
B.B.A., Business Administration and Kinesiology

Daniel Richard Byers  Elko New Market, MN
B.B.A., Information Systems

Casey Mitchell Calhoon *** Freedom
B.B.A., Management

Josephine Thea Calkins ** Cadott
B.B.A., Management

Alec Chandler Call  De Pere
B.B.A., Information Systems

Sarah Elizabeth Campbell ** Cambridge
University Honors
B.B.A., Business Finance and Accounting

Fuyi Cao  China
B.B.A., Business Finance

Neil Robert Carlson * Green Bay
B.B.A., Information Systems

Lerkxue Cheah * Malaysia
B.B.A., Business Finance

Brady Steven Colden  Brodhead
B.B.A., Management

Nicholas Ryan Cossi  Bessemer, MI
B.B.A., Business Administration

Brenden Aaron Cullen  Platteville
B.B.A., Accounting and Marketing

Shannon Renee Czaplinski ** Custer
University Honors
B.B.A., Accounting

Matthew Brian Dahl  Lake Elmo, MN
B.B.A., Information Systems

August Arthur Dennis  Green Bay
B.B.A., Management

Caleb John Dietzman ** Medford
B.B.A., Accounting and Business Finance

Shannon Lynn Draeger ** Gilman
B.B.A., Accounting

Kaitlin Ann Draganowski * Rice Lake
B.B.A., Accounting

Jordan Renee Duran  Mondovi
B.B.A., Management

Tyler J Eckert * Farmington, MN
B.B.A., Business Finance

Hannah Sarai Eggers  Rhinelander
B.B.A., Accounting

Elijah James Ehr ** Elk River, MN
B.B.A., Management

David E. Fischer  Eau Claire
B.B.A., Business Administration

Ryan Christian Floen  Stillwater, MN
B.B.A., Marketing and Management

Emilie Susan Froidcoeur ** Emily, MN
B.B.A., Management

Ernie Moseti Gilbert  Brooklyn Park, MN
B.B.A., Management

Jennifer Katheryne Glowacki ** De Pere
B.B.A., Accounting and Information Systems

Amber Lea Goodman ** Neenah
B.B.A., Accounting

Brian Patrick Gore  Woodbury, MN
B.B.A., Accounting

Rachael Rose Gruen *** Eau Claire
B.B.A., Accounting

Amanda Jeanne Guzman *** Appleton
B.B.A., Management

Megan Marie Hager * 
B.B.A., Information Systems

Riley Elizabeth Haight * Portage
B.B.A., Economics

Shuyu Han * China
B.B.A., Accounting

David James Hathaway * Thiensville
B.B.A., Management and Marketing

Aymee Meh Heidaragha  Chippewa Falls
B.B.A., Marketing

Matthew Chad Hembel ** New Glarus
B.B.A., Management

Miles Sivert Hendrickson * Apple Valley, MN
B.B.A., Marketing

Jimmy Yub Her  Wausau
B.B.A., Management

Hunter Daniel Herlitzke * La Crosse
B.B.A., Management

Rachel Ann Hirsch ** Brookfield
B.B.A., Management

Carter Jeffery Holden * Eau Claire
B.B.A., Accounting and Information Systems

Hong Hu  China
B.B.A., Business Finance

Hedan Huang * China
B.B.A., Accounting

Jillian Rose Hultgren ***† Winona, MN
B.B.A., Accounting and Business Finance

Paige Elizabeth Huth  Eau Claire
B.B.A., Management

Jaclyn Patricia Isham  Fall Creek
B.B.A., Marketing

Hannah Rose Jacobson  Eagan, MN
B.B.A., Business Finance

Matthew Emmet Jacobson  Waukesha
B.B.A., Accounting and Business Finance

Maya Leigh Jernberg  Roseville, MN
B.B.A., Marketing

Jiayin Jin ** China
B.B.A., Accounting

Kirsten Pauline Johnshoy * Baxter, MN
B.B.A., Marketing

Anna Louise Johnson  Osseo
B.B.A., Management

Jacob Edward Johnson  Green Bay
B.B.A., Marketing

Lucas Max Johnson * Prairie du Sac
B.B.A., Business Finance

Jeffrey Robert Katzenberger * Watertown
B.B.A., Accounting and Business Finance

Angus Austin Koschmeder * St Croix Falls
B.B.A., International Business

Austin Levi Kowarsch *** Kelsey, MN
B.B.A., Business Finance

Megan Judith Krupa *** Baldwin
B.B.A., Accounting and Information Systems

Jesse Lee Kubly  Phillips
B.B.A., Information Systems

Devon Marie Kundinger ** Phillips
B.B.A., Management

Alexander Matthew La Fleur * Holmen
B.B.A., Accounting and Management

Haonan Lai * China
B.B.A., International Business

Samantha Jennifer Langseth  Eden Prairie, MN
B.B.A., Marketing

Noah Gerald Lara Jacobsen  Inver Grove Heights, 
MN
B.B.A., Business Administration

Joseph Francis Lehto * Brookfield
B.B.A., Accounting and Information Systems

Jiayi Lei  China
B.B.A., Business Finance

Zachary Michael Levis  Antigo
B.B.A., Accounting

Brandon Storm Lewis  Eau Claire
B.B.A., Marketing
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Chengyi Li  China
B.B.A., Information Systems

Ruiyu Li  China
B.B.A., Business Finance

Zhenyang Li ** China
B.B.A., Accounting

Khang Lim  Malaysia
B.B.A., Information Systems

Siping Liu  China
B.B.A., Business Finance

Brittney Ann Lyga ** Independence
B.B.A., Business Finance and Accounting

Ariana Josefine Lyons  Green Bay
B.B.A., Management

Jessica Lynn Manglos * Sheldon
B.B.A., Accounting

Jacob Alan Maurer * Menomonee Falls
B.B.A., Business Finance

Karleen Marie McElroy  Jim Falls
B.B.A., Business Administration

Bryce Kennedy Meade * Chippewa Falls
B.B.A., Accounting and Business Finance

Claire LeeAnn Meier ***† Greenville
B.B.A., Accounting

Rodrigo Mendoza Jr * Delavan
B.B.A., Accounting and Business Finance

Craig Louis Minzlaff * Green Bay
B.B.A., Business Finance

Nate Peter Mulry * Little Chute
B.B.A., Accounting and Business Finance

Trung Anh Huynh Nguyen * Cottage Grove, MN
B.B.A., Accounting and Economics

Vanessa Renee Nielsen *** Lino Lakes, MN
B.B.A., Marketing

Tucker Michael Noe ** Green Bay
B.B.A., Accounting and Business Finance

Benjamin James Norys * Palatine, IL
B.B.A., Management

Dylan Andrew Norys *** Palatine, IL
B.B.A., Information Systems

Robert Taylor O’Connell  Hugo, MN
B.B.A., International Business and German

Alexander James Oeffler  Eau Claire
B.B.A., Economics

Makenna Elizabeth Olson ** Cumberland
B.B.A., Business Administration

Michael James Olson * Victoria, MN
B.B.A., Marketing

Matthew Omernik  Stevens Point
B.B.A., Business Administration

Christopher Scott Parker  Rhinelander
B.B.A., Business Administration

Kyle Anthony Patun  Stoughton
B.B.A., Management

Sarah Nicole Peichel *** Chaska, MN
B.B.A., Marketing

Jiaxin Peng * China
B.B.A., Business Administration

Brittany Mae Perkins  Athens
B.B.A., Business Administration

Jacob Glenn Petrie ** Cottage Grove, MN
B.B.A., Accounting

Henry Carl Prange V  Green Bay
B.B.A., Business Finance

Austin Michael Preece ** New Richmond
University Honors
B.B.A., Business Finance

Breana Prock  Eau Claire
B.B.A., Business Administration

Morgan Joy Pszeniczny  Thorp
B.B.A., Management

Mackenzie Ayla Puleo ** Forest Lake, MN
B.B.A., Marketing

Yuansen Qin  China
B.B.A., Business Finance

Angel Martin Ramirez  Fond du Lac
B.B.A., Economics

Ross Bradley Rautmann  Appleton
B.B.A., Management

Maren Grace Reitz  Kronenwetter
B.B.A., Information Systems

Michaela Karen Richards * Waukesha
B.B.A., Management

Jesse Donald Roering  Lino Lakes, MN
B.B.A., Management

Gianni Angelo Rossato  Eau Claire
B.B.A., Marketing

Amanda Rae Rud  Mondovi
B.B.A., Management

Frances Castaneda San Jose  Eagan, MN
B.B.A., Business Administration

Luke M. Schaser  Madison
B.B.A., Marketing

Brady Andrew Schliem * Rochester, MN
B.B.A., Business Administration

Anna Elise Schmitz  Savage, MN
B.B.A., Information Systems

Lance Anthony Schoch  Chippewa Falls
B.B.A., Economics

Micky Lee Schultz  Watertown
B.B.A., Management

Sara Jane Shaide  Menomonie
B.B.A., Management

Alexa Lee Shelton  Eau Claire
B.B.A., Business Administration

Cortland Michael Spletter * Cornell
B.B.A., Management

Elizabeth Jane Sproul  Cornell
B.B.A., Business Administration

Jeffrey Michael Steers ***† Appleton
B.B.A., Accounting and Business Finance

Noah John Stinson  La Crosse
B.B.A., Management

Shawna Catherine Stoll ** Sussex
University Honors
B.B.A., Management

Calli Ann Styczynski ** Suamico
B.B.A., Marketing

Madison Nicole Surprise  Appleton
B.B.A., Marketing

Ethan Sweet  Inver Grove Heights, MN
B.B.A., Management

Jack William Swenson  Madison
B.B.A., Management

Swee Yen Tan  Malaysia
B.B.A., Management

Zi Yang Tan * Malaysia
B.B.A., Accounting

Taylor Edward Thomas  Mackinaw, IL
B.B.A., Business Finance

Tanner Newell Thompson ** Monroe
B.B.A., Business Finance

Trenton Andrew Thompson  Sparta
B.B.A., Information Systems

Michael Richard Tonn  Strum
B.B.A., Information Systems

Justin Tubyeej Vue  Eau Claire
B.B.A., Information Systems

Austin Wagner  Ogdensburg
B.B.A., Marketing

Jiaojiao Wang *** 
B.B.A., Accounting

Sydney Weaver-Lang  Fridley, MN
B.B.A., Marketing

Zachary Thomas Welch  Tomah
B.B.A., Business Administration

Jason Dennis Welsch  West Allis
B.B.A., Accounting and Business Finance

Jenna Ruth Wetzel * Faribault, MN
B.B.A., Marketing

Alexander Donald White  Waseca, MN
B.B.A., Marketing

Cole Joseph Widmar  Victoria, MN
B.B.A., Business Finance

Makenna Willems  De Pere
B.B.A., Marketing

Brooke Morgan Wimberly *** Green Bay
B.B.A., Business Finance

Jordan Tyler Wollin  Eagan, MN
B.B.A., Marketing

Shook Ching Wong  Malaysia
B.B.A., Business Finance

Chufeng Wu  China
B.B.A., Business Finance

Yilan Wu  China
B.B.A., Marketing

Kyle James Wubker  Weston
B.B.A., Information Systems

Melyna Bao Xiong  Eau Claire
B.B.A., Management

Neesej Kathy Xiong  Eau Claire
B.B.A., Management

PhaVIII Xiong  Eau Claire
B.B.A., Management

Xai Xiong  Eau Claire
B.B.A., Accounting

Emily Yang  Elk Mound
B.B.A., Information Systems

Alexander Zell  Lakeville, MN
B.B.A., Marketing

Dinghan Zhang  China
B.B.A., Business Finance

Hongyu Zhao * China
B.B.A., Business Finance

Mingxiao Zhou * China
B.B.A., Business Finance

Yumeng Zhou  China
B.B.A., Business Finance

Zachary Martin Zilm Jr  Madison
B.B.A., Management
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Cassandra Catherine Jasper * Elk Mound
B.A., English

Jessaca Romaya Jens * Eau Claire
B.S., Special Education

Katelyn Ann Jensen ** Almena
B.S., Special Education

Kevin Robert Jensen *** Victoria, MN
B.S., Kinesiology

Julia Elizabeth Johnson ** Eden Prairie, MN
B.S., Special Education

Nicholas Thomas Johnson  Spencer
B.S., Mathematics

Brianne Marie Johnsrud * Dodgeville
B.S., Special Education

Rebecca Jane Jorgensen * Union Grove
B.S., Special Education

Noel Amanda Kangas ** Moorhead, MN
B.S., Elementary Education

Kayla E Kelsey  Sparta
B.S., Kinesiology

Brianna Jo Kopnick * Chippewa Falls
B.S.W., Social Work

Jillian Kristine Kresen * Eau Claire
B.A., German

Brock Richard Kriewaldt * Deforest
B.S., Elementary Education

Paige Sophia Kubisiak *** Wisconsin Rapids
B.S., Elementary Education

Leia Nicole Kufahl ** Elk Mound
B.S., Special Education

Katherine Lane ** Glendale
University Honors
B.M.E., Music

Wesley Lawrence Lebakken ** Trempealeau
B.S., Elementary Education

Anna Marie LeClaire * Hugo, MN
B.S., Communication Sciences and Disorders

Cecelia Rose Lewis * Rochester, MN
B.S.W., Social Work

Nicole Kathryn Lindmeier *** Sartell, MN
B.S., Communication Sciences and Disorders

Laney Ann Lovell *** Mukwonago
B.A., English

Brett Thomas Lozon *** Superior
B.S., Kinesiology

Madeline Claire Luthanen *** Lake Mills
B.S., Special Education

Delaney Leah Marcon  Haugen
B.S.W., Social Work

Caitlin Elizabeth Marino *** Maple Grove, MN
B.S., Special Education

Clare Michienzi Mascia * Woodbury, MN
B.S., Kinesiology

Abigail Lynne Mason *** Lodi
B.M.E., Music

Alexander Oscar Rene Gravel Mason  Stillwater, MN
B.M.E., Music

Kathryn Jane Mason *** Green Bay
B.S., Special Education

Rachel Irene Matlock *** Smithsburg, MD
B.S., Communication Sciences and Disorders

Erin Marguerite Mayer *** Apple Valley, MN
University Honors
B.S., Communication Sciences and Disorders

Kyle Patrick McDonald  Cambridge, MN
B.S., Kinesiology

Alexandria Paige Mcgraw-Staffin  Mayville
B.S.W., Social Work

Jared Ryan McHugh  Ladysmith
B.S., Exercise Science

Emma Caroline McIlquham  Chippewa Falls
B.S.W., Social Work

Haley Suzanne Mead ** Cottage Grove, MN
B.S., Elementary Education and Spanish

Kallie Ann Medenwald ***† Green Bay
University Honors
B.S., Communication Sciences and Disorders

Gabrielle Louise Meisner ** De Pere
B.S., Special Education

Jacob Melton  Spooner
B.S.W., Social Work

Jacob Allen Merkle ** Grafton
B.A., Social Studies

Hannah Marie Metry *** Onalaska
University Honors
B.A., English

Bailey Sue Miller ** Janesville
B.S.W., Social Work

Christy Mary Miller ** Hastings, MN
B.S., Elementary Education

Julia Anne Moffit ** Rochester, MN
B.S.W., Social Work

Moriah Moriarty ** Elk Mound
B.S., Special Education

Alexander Jon Mueller * Chippewa Falls
B.S., Mathematics

Andrea Ann Myhre * La Crosse
B.S., Special Education

Abigail Augusta Naumann ** Eau Claire
B.S., Special Education

Korby Lynn Nelson ** Saint Charles, MN
B.A., English

Margaret Mae Nicla ** Green Bay
B.S., Special Education

Stephanie A. O’Connell *** Appleton
B.S., Communication Sciences and Disorders

Cally Marie O’Leary ** New Glarus
B.M.E., Music

Allison Marie Odmark ** Amery
B.S., Physics / Mathematics

Alexandria Marie Oliver  Eau Claire
B.S.W., Social Work

Taylor Christine Olson  Oakdale, MN
B.S.W., Social Work

Gabriella Marie Oswald *** Watertown
B.S., Communication Sciences and Disorders

Arden Kathleen Pahlman  Markesan
B.S., Kinesiology

Mackenzie Marie Palmer ** Neenah
B.S., Special Education

Taylor LouAnn Pawlak ** Eagan, MN
B.S., Special Education

Logan Mark Peissig * Dorchester
B.S., Mathematics

Margaret Grace Pelkofer * Milwaukee
B.S.W., Social Work

Hannah Elizabeth Perkins * Edgerton
B.S.W., Social Work

Olivia JoAnne Peters * Chetek
B.S., Communication Sciences and Disorders

Aubrie Anna Peterson  Iola
B.S.W., Social Work

Benjamin Lawrence Peterson  New Richmond
B.S., Kinesiology

Catherine Anamarie Peterson  Rosemount, MN
B.S., Elementary Education

Kylie Jean Peterson * Eau Claire
B.S.W., Social Work

Matthew Steven Peterson *** Milltown
University Honors
B.S., Kinesiology

Kyle Gregory Petras  Oregon
B.S.W., Social Work

RaeAnn Elizabeth Protsman * Stoddard
B.A., Art

Kephra Sebbeck Puyleart  Wausau
B.S., Kinesiology

Alyson Jayne Quass  Whitewater
B.S.W., Social Work

Lyndsay Jean Quinlan  Randolph
B.S.W., Social Work

Tessa Katherine Rauch * Stratford
B.S., Elementary Education

Summer Rose Rauk * Pine Island, MN
B.S., Kinesiology

Cheyenne Martina Redcay *** Granton
B.S., Elementary Education

Kelsey Anne Redman *** La Crescent, MN
University Honors
B.S., Kinesiology

Gabrielle Ann Reeve * Maplewood, MN
B.S.W., Social Work

Katelynn Marie Retzlaff *** Spooner
B.S.W., Social Work

Emilia Joy Reynolds ** Hudson
B.S., Communication Sciences and Disorders

Ryan James Rodriquez  Oakdale, MN
B.S.W., Social Work

Samuel Joseph Romanski * Wausau
B.S., Kinesiology and Business Administration

Britney Marie Rud * Mondovi
B.S., Special Education

Erika Running  Rhinelander
B.S., Kinesiology

Madeline Emerson Russell *** Baldwin
B.S., Mathematics

Emily Jane Saltenberger * Eagle River
B.S., Elementary Education

Alexandria Marie Schmitz  Granton
B.S.W., Social Work

Kaitlyn Mary Schneider *** Neenah
B.S., Special Education

Sarah Elizabeth Schulz ** Mahtomedi, MN
B.S., Elementary Education and Spanish

Madison Marie Seeger ** New Richmond
B.S.W., Social Work

Taylor Elizabeth Sharratt  Farmington, MN
B.A., English

Alexis Shelstad * Plymouth, MN
B.S., Elementary Education

Cassandra Kathleen Shultz ** De Pere
B.S., Communication Sciences and Disorders

College of Education and Human Sciences

  MASTER’S DEGREES  
Elysha Victoria Ben David Aliso Viejo, CA
M.S., Communication Sciences and Disorders

B.A., 2012, University of Haifa
Advisor: Dr. Abby Hemmerich

Janelle Marie Hutter Onalaska
M.S., Communication Sciences and Disorders

B.A., 2008, Wheaton College
Advisor: Dr. Abby Hemmerich

Danielle Brianne Martin Liberty, KY
M.S., Communication Sciences and Disorders

B.S., 2017, Western Kentucky University
Advisor: Dr. Abby Hemmerich

Meghan Jenise Knights Oppelt La Crosse
M.E.P.D., Professional Development (Library Science)

B.A., 2009, University of Minnesota, Twin Cities
Advisor: Dr. Carol Koroghlanian

Peris Gabrielle Williams Bakersfield, CA
M.S., Communication Sciences and Disorders

B.A., 2016, San Francisco State University
Advisor: Dr. Abby Hemmerich

  BACCALAUREATE DEGREES  
Cailyn Jean Alexander *** Mercer
University Honors
B.S., Kinesiology

Morgan Maxwell Anderson * Laramie, WY
B.S., Kinesiology

Valerie Andrews ** Tomah
B.S., Special Education

Abigail Violet Armstrong ** Blaine, MN
B.S., Special Education

Andrea Patricia Bakkala * Kenosha
B.M.E., Music

Claire Marie Basic  Minnetonka, MN
B.S.W., Social Work

Elizabeth Anne Bauman ** Rochester, MN
B.S., Kinesiology

Marissa Grace Becker *** Boyceville
B.S., Kinesiology

Brandon Christopher Bee  Richland Center
B.S., Kinesiology

McKenzee Kay Bellesbach * Strum
B.S.W., Social Work

Kayla Irene Bender * Cottage Grove, MN
B.S., Elementary Education

Nicole Carolyn Bergquist *** Rochester, MN
B.M.E., Music

Katharine Mary Mills Berryman ** Gurnee, IL
B.S., Special Education

Sarah Grace Binning *** Neenah
University Honors
B.S.W., Social Work

Kiya Bjorge * Kennewick, WA
B.S., Kinesiology

Madelyn Mary Blohm * Woodbury, MN
B.A., Art

Kylie Carol Bluske ** Chaseburg
B.S., Elementary Education

Elsa Clara Boe ** Chanhassen, MN
B.S., Elementary Education

Hannah Susan Bokor * Eleva
B.S., Elementary Education

Maya Elizabeth Breed ** Gillett
B.S.W., Social Work

McKenzie Eleanor Broeking * Merrill
B.S.W., Social Work

Elizabeth Katherine Brown * Eau Claire
B.S., Communication Sciences and Disorders

Abigail Anne Buchberger * Marathon
B.S., Elementary Education

Heather Lynne Burch ** Vadnais Heights, MN
B.S., Elementary Education

Julia Josephine Burdeau  Pulaski
B.S., Communication Sciences and Disorders

Steven Thomas Christiansen ** Apple Valley, MN
B.S., Kinesiology

Tessa Lynn Church *** Almena
B.S., Kinesiology

Thomas Charles Cicha ** Eau Claire
B.S., Kinesiology

Mary Elizabeth Clarke ** Newark, DE
B.S., Communication Sciences and Disorders

Amber Marie Cody *** Oregon
B.S.W., Social Work and Spanish

McKenzi Krystian Cook ** Arbor Vitae
B.S.W., Social Work

Regina Miranda Cudworth * Wisconsin Rapids
B.A., English

Kelly Sue Culshaw ** Appleton
B.S.W., Social Work

Damen Scott Daniel ** Rice Lake
B.S., Mathematics

Dennim Lin Daniels * Baraboo
B.S., Communication Sciences and Disorders

Sara Jane Dasler *** Stratford
B.S., Communication Sciences and Disorders

Jacob Donald Daun  Saint Cloud
B.S., Kinesiology

Brett Dekan  Altoona
B.A., Social Studies

Hailey Elizabeth Dick ** Mahtomedi, MN
B.S., Kinesiology

Alice Jean Dimassis * Beloit
B.S., Kinesiology

Hannah Margret Dolgner * Westfield
B.S.W., Social Work

Gloria Elisabeth Dorschner ** Oshkosh
B.M.E., Music

Hannah Elizabeth Engevold * Marshfield
B.S., Special Education

Alexander Edward Eron  Custer
B.A., Social Studies

Makenzie Anne Ewings ** Cornell
B.S., Elementary Education

Brier Roselynn Fennie  La Crosse
B.S.W., Social Work

Shaina Dorothy Fike ** Crystal Lake, IL
B.S., Special Education

Katherine Lee Fischer ** De Pere
B.S., Elementary Education

Stefanie Jo Fitzsimmons  La Crosse
B.S., Kinesiology

Amanda Lee Flandrich * Cottage Grove, MN
B.S., Elementary Education and Spanish

Maxwell Michelli France * Bessemer, MI
B.S., Elementary Education

Madison Jenna Fuhr *** North Prairie
B.S., Elementary Education

Avery Jordan Garski  Eden Prairie, MN
B.S., Kinesiology

Renee Elizabeth Gavigan ** Fitchburg
B.A., Art

Breanna Mae Gilbertson ** River Falls
B.S., Special Education

Stephanie Ann Grose  Plover
B.S.W., Social Work

Adrianna Ruth Gruhlke ** Eau Claire
B.S., Elementary Education

Katelyn Ashley Hadler  Red Wing, MN
B.S., Elementary Education

Kaitlin Marie Hart *** Slinger
B.S., Special Education

Rachel Anne Haviland * New Brighton, MN
B.S., Kinesiology

Michael Vincent Heiling  Beaver Dam
B.S.W., Social Work

Noelle Eve Henderson * Galesville
B.S., Kinesiology

Juan Carlo Hernandez Jr. * West Palm Beach, FL
B.S., Communication Sciences and Disorders

Mason James Hille  Rosemount, MN
B.S., Exercise Science

Lexi Jo Hinker * Greenwood
B.S., Communication Sciences and Disorders

Alexander Donald Hintz ** East Troy
B.A., Social Studies

Grace Arlene Hoenisch  Eau Claire
B.S., Kinesiology

Sarah Elizabeth Huebner ** Hortonville
B.A., Spanish

Aric Ibarra  Menomonee Falls
B.S., Exercise Science

Andrew Douglas Ihm *** Cassville
B.S., Mathematics

Ryan James Isaacson  Eau Claire
B.S., Kinesiology
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HONORS PROGRAM

The Honors Program provides an extra measure of challenge 
and enrichment for students who are academically 
distinguished by previous and current achievements and 
by high levels of motivation and curiosity. The program 
seeks to challenge exceptionally able students to perform 
at the highest level of which they are capable, to enhance 
their capacity for critical inquiry and independent learning, 
and to develop their potential for leadership in their future 
vocations. The Honors Program has two components: 
University Honors and Departmental Honors. Students may 
complete one or both components. Students graduating with 
University Honors have attained a grade-point average of at 

least 3.5 and have completed at least 24 University Honors 
credits. Graduates receiving University Honors are identified 
by a gold ribbon and medal.

In addition, 32 scholastic honor societies are recognized at 
the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire. They exist primarily 
to recognize the attainment of scholarship of a superior 
quality and to confer distinction for high achievement in 
undergraduate, graduate and professional studies; in student 
leadership; and in various fields of research. Baccalaureate 
candidates who are members of scholastic honor societies are 
identified by silver cords.

 
ACADEMIC APPAREL

The academic apparel worn by the faculty and staff in the 
processional has its origins in the universities of the Middle 
Ages. Because the universities grew out of church schools, 
both faculty and students were regarded as part of the clergy 
and wore clerical clothing based on monastic dress.

The head covering developed from the skullcap worn to 
protect tonsured heads in cold weather. In the universities, 
the skullcap acquired a point on top, which gradually evolved 
into a tassel. In Europe the bonnet with tassel is still worn but 
has been replaced in America by the mortarboard cap or tam 
with tassel.

The style of the gown may have been borrowed from the 
Benedictine monk’s habit. In the Middle Ages, those with 

bachelor’s and master’s degrees could be distinguished by 
the simplicity or elaborateness of their gowns. The master’s 
gowns were often furred, a decoration surviving as the three 
velvet bars now used on the sleeves of the doctoral gown.

The hood was originally worn over the head in bad weather 
and otherwise dropped onto the shoulders. First worn by 
faculty and students, the hood is now added to the apparel 
of those with master’s, specialist in education and doctoral 
degrees. The color of the velvet trim on the hood indicates the 
scholarly field: for example, dark blue (philosophy), golden 
yellow (science), light blue (education), pink (music), apricot 
(nursing), drab (business), white (arts). The colors of the satin 
lining are those approved and authorized by the college or 
university from which the degree was earned.

 
UNIVERSITY MACE AND STAND

The University Mace represents the proud history and 
community connections of the University of Wisconsin-Eau 
Claire. It was donated in 2016 in honor of the University’s 
centennial by Dr. Susan Harrison, emerita professor of 
mathematics, who served for 15 years as chair of the 
University Senate and commencement marshall. The mace 
includes wood from the original Council Oak tree and Kent 

State Memorial trees that was saved when the trees were 
replaced. It was crafted by members of the Chippewa Valley 
Woodturners Guild. The University Medallion at the center 
of the mace was Dr. Harrison’s, given in recognition of her 
university service. The mace reminds graduates of the 
University’s history of excellence and its many contributions 
to the people of the region and of Wisconsin.

SPECIAL THANK YOU TO

Rachel Kohn, signing for the deaf and hard of hearing

Readers

Naomi Frisinger, Senior, Theatre Arts Major 
Benjamin Qualley, Senior, Theatre Arts Major

ROTC Color Guard

Megan Kronschnabel, Junior, Criminal Justice Major 
Ryan Bain, Junior, Criminal Justice Major 

Dan Hess, Junior, Management, Operations and Supply Chain Management Major 
Mitch Van Erem, Junior, Marketing Analytics Major

COMMENCEMENT PRODUCTION AND COORDINATION STAFF

Evan Weiher, Commencement Marshal,  
Chair, University Senate

Debra Lang, Events and Special Projects 
Coordinator, Offices of the Chancellor  

and UW-Eau Claire Foundation

Corry Mahnke, Commencement Assistant

Sarah Tweedale, Commencement Assistant

Jane Larson, Coordinator of  
Alumni Engagement and the Alumni 

Association Board of Directors

Tyler Edmondson and members  
of the University Centers Event  

Services student staff

Kim O’Kelly and staff members of  
the Records and Registration Office

UW-Eau Claire Integrated Marketing  
and Communications staff

Mark Andrle, Tina Wolfgram and staff  
members of University Printing Services

Brooke Weiss and staff members  
of the University Service Center

Learning and Technology Services staff

GradImages, Fairfield, Iowa

Blugold Dining by Sodexo

DEGREE INTERPRETATIONS

B.A. Bachelor of Arts 

B.A.A.S. Bachelor of Applied 
Arts and Sciences

B.B.A. Bachelor of Business 
Administration 

B.F.A. Bachelor of Fine Arts 

B.L.S. Bachelor of Liberal Studies 

B.M. Bachelor of Music 

B.M.E. Bachelor of Music Education 

B.P.S. Bachelor of Professional Studies 

B.S. Bachelor of Science 

B.S.E.P.H. Bachelor of Science in 
Environmental Public Health 

B.S.N. Bachelor of Science in Nursing 

B.S.W. Bachelor of Social Work 

D.N.P. Doctor of Nursing Practice 

Ed.S. Specialist in Education 

M.A. Master of Arts 

M.B.A. Master of Business Administration 

M.E.P.D. Master of Education-
Professional Development 

M.S. Master of Science 

M.S.E. Master of Science in Education 

M.S.N. Master of Science in Nursing 

Alyson Jaye Simon ** Oswego, IL
B.S., Elementary Education

Monica Jo Sjodin * Anoka, MN
B.S., Kinesiology

Isabel Rose Smith * Madison
B.S., Elementary Education

Emma Jean Snow ** La Crescent, MN
B.S., Communication Sciences and Disorders

Lauren Jean Spankowski *** Menomonee Falls
B.S., Special Education and Spanish

Eric Joseph Stadtmueller * Cottage Grove
B.S., Kinesiology

Kaitlyn Marie Stein ** Eau Claire
B.S., Elementary Education

Alexandra Jayne Stewart * Sacramento, CA
B.S., Communication Sciences and Disorders

Madison Nicole Stilp * North St Paul, MN
B.S., Elementary Education

Brenna Lee Sullivan ** Rosemount, MN
B.S., Special Education

Jordan Michael Swanson  Lakeville, MN
B.S., Elementary Education

Jena Marie Swiggum * Prairie du Chien
B.S., Kinesiology

Kayla Sue Tabalske  Green Bay
B.S., Kinesiology

Jordyn Kristine Thaves ** Sheboygan
B.S., Elementary Education

Andrew John Thompson  Rosendale
B.M.E., Music

Danielle Marie Thompson * Menomonie
B.A., English

Autumn Marie Tikkanen  Grand Marsh
B.S., Special Education

Tia GeorgAnn Tilley * Rice Lake
B.S., Kinesiology

Heather Anne Turnmire  Greenwood
B.S.W., Social Work

Brett Charles Van Vlack * Ashland
B.S., Kinesiology

Taylor Faye Vander Wegen * Altoona
B.A., Art

Kevin Kelly Verbeten * Kaukauna
B.A., Art

Madeline Paige Vildberg  Mukwonago
B.S.W., Social Work

Tyler Donald Vogt * Owatonna, MN
B.S., Kinesiology

Pazoua Vue  Kronenwetter
B.S.W., Social Work

Stephen Vue  Sheboygan
B.S., Communication Sciences and Disorders

Maxwell William Walker * New Brighton, MN
B.S., Kinesiology

Morgan Jo Weaver ** Cumberland
B.S., Special Education

Jediah Thomas Weix * Antigo
B.S., Kinesiology

Kayleigh Jo Whipps * Kronenwetter
B.S., Communication Sciences and Disorders

Colin Thomas Williams  Eden Prairie, MN
B.S., Elementary Education

Emily E Williams ** Waupaca
B.S., Special Education

April Marie Wunderlin *** Waunakee
B.S., Special Education

Jason Yang  Wausau
B.S.W., Social Work

Travis Jacob Zander ** Cross Plains
B.S., Exercise Science

Alyssa Marie Zawada * Delafield
B.M.E., Music
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Senior Class Gift
Each year, graduating seniors have an opportunity to commemorate their graduation by making a gift to the UW-Eau Claire 
Foundation. This semester, more than 80 seniors joined our community of alumni and donors who support UW-Eau Claire each year. 

Graduating seniors were encouraged to donate to any area of the university including academic colleges and departments or the 
Excellence Fund to support UW-Eau Claire’s overall mission. By making a senior class gift, students are able to support current and 
future Blugolds even after they graduate.

The UW-Eau Claire Foundation thanks the following seniors for their generosity and for participating in the Senior Class Gift 
campaign. Senior class gift donors can be recognized wearing Blue and Gold Spirit Cords during the commencement ceremony. 
The following seniors made a gift of at least $20.18 in support of UW-Eau Claire and to commemorate their graduation year:

Othman S. Alobood
Autumn R. Anklam

Grant L. Arnold
Cara A. Arrowood

Dhiyanni Arumugam
Mackenzie R. Bauer

Tyler J. Bee
Katherine M. Berg

Erin E. Bergo-McDonald
Brady R. Bolz
Kevin D. Brian
Emily N. Brinza
Kayla A. Budd

Allison M. Bugel
Ryan P. Burr

Gary T. Butcher
Kristina N. Byars-Dewanz

Rachel R. Clepper
Kiersten R. Clifford

Elizabeth L. Crotteau

Johanna K. Dertinger
Morgan A. Dohms

Brian H. Dombrowski
Sadie E. Dupont

Ellen A. Eisch
Andreas L. Erickson

Sarah M. Ferber
Nicole K. Gottfredsen

Laura N. Her
Jorge Herrero Berengue

Brianne E. Hopkins
Keely R. Huber

Maxwell E. Inskeep
William G. Johnston

Nicole A. Jossart
Tara N. Kammes

Austin M. Kolden
Bailee Krueger

Lauren W. Lisowy

Xeng Lor
Zachary J. Lydon

Tye A. McLaughlin
Nicole E. Miller

Samantha A. Monson
Samantha J. Neuberger

Sabrina K. Norte
Joshua J. Olson

Chloe C. Paul
Jordyn K. Pederson

Taylor J. Piecuch
Karissa A. Plath

Taylor C. Prestidge
Riley C. Pretat

Amelia J. Sable
Maria K. Schaab

Breanna L. Schara
Cassie S. Schouten
Anna N. Selchow

Mackenzie K. Severson
Jessica R. Short

Lexie C. Smetana
Veronica Snell

Allison D. Spegal
Karlie R. Stefonik
Elizabeth A. Tapia

Sara E. Thielen
Phuong P. Vo

Kathleen E. Weller
Shelley A. Wells
Allison L. Welter

Matthew J. Weltzien
Morgan L. Wilde
Paul P. Willfahrt
Megan R. Wirth

Andrew W. Wojtowicz
Ningyue Xu

Alexandra L. Ziepke

Alumni Awards
Eight alumni and friends of the university are receiving awards from the UW-Eau Claire Alumni Association today, recognizing their 
professional and personal successes as well as their contributions to their alma mater, their communities and their professions. In 
these pages we introduce you to these distinguished Blugolds as they share their best advice with today’s graduates and welcome 
them into the Blugold alumni family.

OUTSTANDING RECENT ALUMNUS AWARD

The Outstanding Recent Alumnus Award acknowledges the special achievements and great 
promise of alumni who are within 15 years of their graduation from UW-Eau Claire.

Bridget Obsorn ’08 
bachelor’s degree in geology

Bridget Osborn was the first Blugold to 
complete UW-Eau Claire’s geology dual 
degree in engineering in partnership with 
the University of Minnesota, through which 
she earned a bachelor’s degree in geology 
from UW-Eau Claire and a bachelor’s 

degree in geological engineering from the U of M. She also 
enjoyed a successful track and field career as a Blugold, becoming 
an All American in the heptathlon her senior year. 

A water resource project engineer with HR Green in St. Paul, 
Minnesota, since 2010, Osborn creates innovative solutions for 
managing storm water and other runoff. For example, she played 
a key role in designing two water-reuse irrigation systems along a 
narrow roadway reconstruction corridor in Woodbury, Minnesota. 
The green infrastructure technology helped reduce downstream 
pollutants and reduce strain on a depleting aquifer. 

For her outstanding work in the field, Osborn has earned 
multiple awards and professional recognitions, including the 
2014 Emerging Leader Award from the American Council of 
Engineering Companies of Minnesota, one of five national ACEC 
Young Professional of the Year Awards for 2016 and the DiscoverE 
New Face of Engineering Award in 2016.  

Ajay Jain, water resources practice leader at HR Green, said Osborn’s 
dedication and talent make her highly deserving of recent accolades. 

“Bridget brings lots of energy and dedication to finding practical, 
cost-effective solutions for her clients while improving the envi-
ronment and quality of life for the communities she serves,” Jain said. 

In addition to her work with HR Green, Obsorn is a volunteer 
with Habitat for Humanity, her local watershed district and 
environmental conservation nonprofit Great River Greening. She 
also gives talks to students about engineering, especially for girls 
considering the STEM fields. 

In a recent interview, Osborn spoke about her talks with youth: “I 
love seeing the kids’ faces, that ‘ah ha’ moment when they learn how 
engineering plays such an important role in their everyday lives.” 

Advice to new Blugold alumni:
All the knowledge we have is built from our experiences. Take 
every opportunity to learn what you can. Even if it doesn’t 
directly apply to your career goals, it may be relevant to a 
future client, co-worker, friend or family member. Network, 
network, network. The more people you meet, the more 
opportunities you’ll have.

Abigail Zimmer ’07 
bachelor’s degree in English –  
creative writing

Since graduating from UW-Eau Claire in 
2007, Abigail Zimmer has earned a master 
of fine arts degree in creative writing from 
Columbia College Chicago and built an 
acclaimed and prolific career as a poet and 

poetry editor, publishing two chapbooks and one full-length 
collection of her own poetry, and working as an editor for the 
small Chicago publishing company she co-founded, the Lettered 
Streets Press. To date, the press, which champions emerging 
voices, voices of color and LGBTQ voices, has published 12 books 
of poetry from 16 authors, many of whom were publishing their 
first collections. 

“It’s so exciting to be able to provide a platform for emerging 
voices and contribute toward a genre of literature that has in 
many ways become my lifeline,” Zimmer said. 

Joshua Young, with whom Zimmer founded the Lettered Streets 
Press, said, “Abigail looks at a work from the inside, allowing 
room for a poet or writer to publish work that is inherently theirs.” 

Zimmer also maintains a full-time position as an editorial and 
production coordinator at the Society of American Archivists, 
where she edits and manages content for a biweekly newsletter, 
a bimonthly magazine, a biannual journal and three book 
publications a year. 

Zimmer’s poetry has garnered several awards, including the 
Chicago Review of Books 2016 Poetry Award, the 2014 Lannan 
Prize from the Academy of American Poets and the 2014 Lya 
Dym Rosenblum Award from Columbia College Chicago. Her 
works have appeared in numerous publications and anthologies, 
including NightBlock, Jellyfish, The New Megaphone and Fairy 
Tale Review, among others.  

Advice to new Blugold alumni:
The writing advice that has most influenced me is “Write 
what you want to read,” which I think is applicable to any 
field. In other words, is there a program, community, artwork, 
code, study, etc. you wish to see? Create the space to do 
the work you want to do. And be gentle with yourself. Your 
interests, desires and career path will evolve. Times of loss and 
heartbreak may require you to slow down. Keep returning to 
what gives you life. Most likely, someone else needs the work 
you’re doing, too. 

*Some donors are not listed per request
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Johnny Washington ’81 
bachelor’s degree in  
business administration

Johnny Washington was a member of the 
Blugold men’s basketball team throughout 
his time at UW-Eau Claire, serving as co-
captain during the 1979-80 season when 
the team placed fourth in the NAIA national 

tournament in Kansas City, Missouri. He was again with the team 
when they returned to the national tournament in 1981, that 
time finishing third.

Ken Anderson, head Blugold men’s basketball coach from 1968-95, 
said he was impressed with Washington as a leader on the team.

“Johnny was an outstanding player, and his great personality and 
leadership skills were a key factor in the team’s success, which 
included three conference championships as well as three trips 
to the national tournament during the time he was a player,” 
Anderson said. “Coupled with his academic pursuits in UW-Eau 
Claire’s business program, it was very evident Johnny Washington 
was going to be successful after UW-Eau Claire.”

After his UW-Eau Claire graduation, Washington first accepted 
a position with J.I. Case Co. in his hometown of Racine and later 
joined Dean Industries in the Los Angeles, California, area. He 
then launched what would be a 30-year career in the insurance 
industry with CNA Continental Casualty Co. before his retirement 
in 2012.

In recent years Washington has faced health problems, including 
a cancer battle. A year ago he was honored by his high school 
alma mater, Case High School in Racine, where he was a 
basketball standout before he played with the Blugolds. In a 
comment to the Racine Journal Times following the event, his 
drive and determination that were evident on the basketball 
court still shined through.

“I’ve had a great life,” Washington told the Journal Times. “God has 
been so good to me. I’ve experienced things that a lot of people 
haven’t experienced. My mom taught me to never give up, and I 
won’t give up.” 

Advice to new Blugold alumni:
1. Don’t get discouraged if can’t find your job of choice. It only 
means another door will open.  
2. Don’t be afraid to make mistakes — you can learn from them. 
3. Be positive and productive, and ask questions.

David Whitman ’05 
bachelor’s degree in music

David Whitman didn’t have to travel far 
from his hometown of Menomonie to 
UW-Eau Claire, where his undergraduate 
experience would launch a success-filled 
career that would take him great distances.

Whitman went on to earn full-tuition scholarships that helped 
him attain a master’s degree and doctorate in percussion 
performance and pedagogy at Kansas State University and 
the University of Southern Mississippi, respectively. Today he 
is an award-winning jazz and orchestral percussionist and 
professional music educator. As a top-call percussionist in 
southern California, he has been the principal player in large-
scale productions at most major symphonic venues in the region. 
He also has performed with a long list of Broadway tours, the 
San Diego Symphony and many big-name artists. In addition, 
Whitman is an educator and mentor to aspiring professional 
players, working as a lecturer and percussion studio faculty 
member at San Diego State University and as a lead teacher at a 
K-12 charter school in the San Diego area.

In 2018, Whitman’s album “Oh, Clara!” — an ode to both his 
daughter and to Eau Claire — was awarded the Best Album 
award in the jazz instrumental category during the 16th annual 
Independent Music Awards event at Lincoln Center in New York 
City. Collaborators on the album included fellow UW-Eau Claire 
alumnus Andrew Neesley, also a December recipient of the 
Alumni Association’s President’s  Award.

Whitman credits UW-Eau Claire with giving him the foundation 
for his success.

“The experience of working hard to earn a spot in such a 
reputable band as Jazz Ensemble I at UW-Eau Claire shaped 
my identity and guided my achievements, encouraging grit 
and determination,” Whitman said. “In that band, as well as in 
the orchestra and other ensembles, I developed a model for 
excellence and professionalism. Ron Keezer. Robert Baca. Jeffery 
Crowell. Nobuyoshi Yasuda. These people connected with me in 
the most meaningful ways on a deep musical level.”

Advice to new Blugold alumni:
Imagine and embrace your own vision, and then see that 
vision through to fruition. Make sure that the vision includes 
excellence — the same excellence emblazoned on the seal of 
the very fine University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire. Understand 
that the successful pursuit of that vision will include failures 
and moments of struggle that will become essential stepping-
stones on your way to success, and make sure to take time to 
reflect in moments of struggle to move forward in the right 
direction. Challenge yourself to be the best version of yourself, 
to act with integrity and to do right by others as well as by 
yourself. Understand that living your vision means walking 
your own path, being creative (which usually means working 
tirelessly to create something), thinking “outside of the box,” 
and — most importantly — trusting in yourself when you 
know it can be done but others do not. Do not hide your light 
or live down to others’ expectations; shine your light and live 
up to your own imagination. Mozart and Beethoven created 
masterpieces differently, but both created masterpieces and 
each embraced their own vision. 

PRESIDENT’S AWARD

The President’s Award recognizes outstanding professional and personal achievements and service to UW-Eau Claire.

Kristie Franz ’95 
bachelor’s degree in geology

Kristie Franz, a native of nearby Chippewa 
Falls, entered UW-Eau Claire as a first-
generation college student, intending to 
major in psychology. But after just one 
geology class, taken to fulfill a general 
education requirement, she knew geology 

was her true calling. 

After her UW-Eau Claire graduation, Franz worked for four years as 
a hydrogeologist before pursuing a master’s degree in hydrology 
and water resources from the University of Arizona, followed by 
a doctorate in civil engineering from the University of California, 
Irvine. In 2006 she accepted a faculty position in the department 
of geological and atmospheric sciences at Iowa State University, 
where today she is a tenured associate professor. A nationally 
recognized research scientist, Franz has authored or co-authored 
24 peer-reviewed journal articles since 2003 and presented 
research findings at more than 30 professional conferences and 
meetings over the past five years.

Franz, whose research focuses on improving the understanding 
and prediction of watershed behavior, has obtained more than 
$2 million in grant funding for her studies, many of which are 
aimed at improving flood and water supply forecasts across the 
country. Her work includes mentoring both graduate students 
and undergraduates, and she views their successes as her biggest 
impact on the science of hydrology. Franz said UW-Eau Claire 
geology faculty have remained a source of support and guidance 
as she has advanced in her career.

“One of the most important opportunities I received at UW-Eau 
Claire was engaging in undergraduate research projects under 
the guidance of professors,” Franz said. “These experiences were 
invaluable for gaining insight into how research is done, learning 
about my scientific strengths and weaknesses, and defining my 
interests and goals.”

Advice to new Blugold alumni:
Your major in college and your first jobs do not have to define 
your entire professional career. It is OK if you do not know what 
you want to do with the rest of your life. Use college as a time 
to set yourself onto a path with options, learn to be open to 
opportunities, and accept that you will always be learning.

Andrew Neesley ’03 
bachelor’s degree in music

Andrew Neesley is an award-winning 
and inventive trumpeter, violinist, 
singer, composer and producer. Born in 
Milwaukee and based in New York, Neesley 
has made his mark nationally performing 
with contemporary music greats — among 

them National Endowment for the Arts Jazz Master Candido 
Camero, the Roots, James Taylor, Chris Botti, Lady Gaga and 
many others. 

Neesley has performed, composed and arranged with the Bobby 
Sanabria Big Band on three Grammy-nominated albums and a 
Latin Grammy-nominated album. His gospel rock band Jesus On 
The Mainline features 15 talented young New York musicians and 
recently released “The Morning Bell,” its debut full-length album. 
Other collaborations have included working with fellow UW-
Eau Claire alumnus David Whitman on the Independent Music 
Award-winning album “Oh, Clara!” in 2017 and an upcoming 
2020 album. Neesley also serves as music director for mmm...
bands, a boutique private event company. 

Neesley, who received a master’s degree from the Manhattan 
School of Music after graduating from UW-Eau Claire, is a past 
recipient of the ASCAP Young Jazz Composer’s Award, winner of 
the National Trumpet Competition, finalist in the International 
Trumpet Guild Jazz Improvisation Competition and recipient of 
a DownBeat Student Music Award for Best Engineered Studio 
Album. He continues to teach brass and jazz improvisation to a 
new generation of musicians, maintaining a private lesson studio 
in New York. 

Neesley said the teaching of UW-Eau Claire professor of music 
and jazz studies director Robert Baca has been central in his 
career and life. 

“I really grew into the musician and adult I am today during my 
time studying under his tutelage,” Neesley said. “To this day I can 
call on so many life lessons learned in his second-floor office. 
And they are lessons I pass on to new generations of my own 
students.”

Advice to new Blugold alumni:
Find a balance of trusting your hard work and looking for new 
answers to old questions. Also, be kind to each other. All the 
relationships you’ve made at UW-Eau Claire will follow you. 
You’ll call on your friends for favors, they’ll call on you. You’ll 
grow old together. It’s beautiful.  
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LIFETIME EXCELLENCE AWARD
The Lifetime Excellence Award is presented to UW-Eau Claire alumni who have demonstrated  
longtime and successful commitment to their careers and communities. These individuals  

have made a positive and dramatic impact through enthusiastic dedication to service  
and living their lives as a testimony to UW-Eau Claire’s motto, “Excellence.”

Timothy J. Murphy ’76 
bachelor’s degree in marketing

On Jan. 1, 2019, Timothy J. Murphy retired 
from his role as president and CEO of 
Nortrax Inc., a John Deere construction and 
forestry equipment dealer with branches 
throughout the United States and Canada. 

Murphy began his career with Nortrax in 2000 as vice president 
and general manager of the Midwest region and was named 
president and CEO in 2013. In this role, Murphy directed his focus 
and expertise to the areas of transition and change management, 
and successfully led the company to become one of the most 
successful global John Deere subsidiaries, one with 56 locations, 
1,400 employees and many thousands of dedicated customers.  

Prior to his years with Nortrax, Murphy spent 23 years in the 
construction and forestry equipment industry, holding various 
sales and marketing management roles with American and 
Canadian corporations. His return to Wisconsin to join Nortrax 
offered him the opportunity to give back to UW-Eau Claire as 
a guest lecturer in the College of Business, where every year 
he presented his “Ten Leadership Lessons from the Real World” 
lecture twice each semester.  

Since retiring, Murphy has offered his time and expertise as 
a consultant for a nonprofit called Project 180.  The group is 
devoted to successful rehabilitation of formerly incarcerated 
individuals, providing various means of assistance in their 
transitions back to society. Murphy also volunteers at a homeless 
day care center in Sarasota, Florida, serves within his local St. 
Patrick’s Parish and officiates golf events as a certified USGA 
expert rules official. 

“My time at UW-Eau Claire didn’t guarantee a successful career, 
but it provided me the background and experiences to go out 
and create one,” Murphy said. 

Advice to new Blugold alumni:
Let the path take you to your dreams rather than predefining 
them. Taking the uncertain route creates the greatest 
opportunity for mistakes and the biggest opportunity to learn 
from them. Follow that unknown path wherever it leads you 
because it is the journey that you will remember forever, not 
the destination. You’ll be happy where the road takes you, 
wherever that may be. 

Jane Trimble Johanos ’76 
bachelor’s degree in nursing

Jane “JJ” Trimble Johanos (professionally 
known as Jane Trimble) was the founder 
and president of PMS Clinic of Minneapolis, 
established in 1982 to specialize in 
the identification and treatment of 
premenstrual syndrome using a holistic 

approach known as the Trimble Model. In addition to her 
Blugold nursing degree, Trimble holds a master’s degree in 
psychiatric/mental health care nursing from the University 
of Minnesota and a bachelor’s degree in education from the 
University of Iowa. 

Motivated by her career observations of frequent misdiagnosis 
and treatment, Trimble set out to “redefine premenstrual 
experience for women, their families, medical professionals, 
society and a biased work force.” Through television, print 
interviews and lecture series, Trimble educated health-care 
professionals and women nationwide on the physical, emotional 
and behavioral changes experienced by most women in 
response to the normal menstrual cycle. 

Throughout the 1980s, the clinic served more than 4,000 women 
from 41 states and was staffed by one psychologist, three 
master’s-prepared psychiatric nurse specialists, two family 
practice physicians and a gynecologist, all of whom helped to 
alter women’s  perception of the premenstrual experience from 
one of “victim” to one of “manager.”  

Dr. Linda Young, dean of the College of Nursing and Health 
Sciences at UW-Eau Claire, put Trimble’s work and the success of 
her clinic into important context within the field. 

“JJ’s pioneering independent nursing practice sets her apart as a 
significant leader who laid the groundwork for the autonomous 
advanced nursing practice in our country today,” Young said. 

Trimble said she accepts her UW-Eau Claire honor with gratitude, 
and “with humility I acknowledge the enduring spirit and pursuit 
of excellence in nursing standards established by the UW-Eau 
Claire College of Nursing and Health Sciences, and exemplified 
by the expectations of the faculty and curriculum.” 

Advice to new Blugold alumni:
Set out to create the “you” you want to be, because that which 
you consciously envision and set your sights on is what you will 
most likely become. Make decisions that add value to your life 
and to the lives of others, never compromising your integrity. 
Demonstrate honor and respect for those who have preceded 
you and know that someday you too will be “in the past,” so 
have no regrets. You live this life only once; create your life and 
choose to make it count.  
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